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We bring Good News 


It' s so familiar, 
but so new! 


T he Christmas lights have been on for weeks, with 
carols wherever we go. Well have heard ‘Once in 
Royal David’s City countless times before Twelfth 
Night comes. That’s the trouble with Christmas — so 
familiar that it’s boring. We’ve heard the story so often, 
sung the same carols, watched the children’s nativity 
play year after year. But the adverts on the screen tell us 
we need something NEW, and the papers want fresh 
news. So what’s new for you and me for Christmas this 
year? Can there be anything new in a story 1992 years 
old? 

In many ways that’s the last thing most of us actually 
want! The traditions of Christmas — the presents, the 
turkey, the tree, the homecomings, the carol singers — 
weave a magic that nothing new could match. And 
maybe that’s the trouble. The magician at the Christmas 
party manages to disguise what’s really going on, and 
even if you know the trick you don’t tell in case you spoil 
someone’s fun. 

But we can’t live on magic shows; there’s always next 
week, and back to the real world of work or home — or the 
dole queue or the cardboard boxes under the arches, if 
you don’t happen to be one of the fortunate ones. For the 
magic of Christmas is only for some. For many in 1992, 
it is hard to join in the fun. 

The truth behind the magic is simple. The birth of the 
child in the stable means that God shares life on our 
terms, not His — and shares it in order to change it. 

When He grew up, Jesus not only talked about changing 
people’s lives, He did change them. He not only talked 
about God and taught people how to pray, He also made 
it possible for the blind to see, the deaf to hear, the lame 
to walk, and for hungry people to be fed. 

In the stories He told He painted a picture of a world 
where everyone could find fulfilment, where down-and- 
outs came to parties, where wages were paid equally to 
part-time and full-time workers, and where gentleness 
and non-violence brought rewards. 

‘Once in Royal David’s City 
stood a lowly cattle shed 
where a mother laid her baby...’ 

I n that city the arrangements for the birth were far from 
ideal. The same pride, insensitivity, selfishness, extremes 
of wealth and poverty, racial discrimination, and 
obsession with material things, were as common as they 
are now — bearing down as they do upon those who have 
little power to change how things are. 

In being bom, as He was, in temporary accommodation 
Jesus accepted a place as one of the powerless, poor, and 
underprivileged. The purpose of His birth was to five in 
such a world and to bring it back to the pattern God had 
planned for it from the start — a pattern all but destroyed 
by us. 

It sometimes seems that there are two worlds — two 
nations — but around the cradle of Jesus we are one. One 
in our need to be changed by the God who was prepared 
to five the vulnerable life of a child in a hostile world — 
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CHRISTMAS. 

ITS ENOUGH 
TO BRING 
ANYONE TO 
THEIR KNEES 


-ukv 




"REMEMBER WHAT ITS ALL ABOUT. 

COME TO CHURCH 
THIS CHRISTMAS 


Christmas posters like this are going up all over the country, reminding people that 
God brings even those who are far away near to his heart of love. Over fifty thousand 
posters, radio advertisments, car stickers and huge outdoor display posters are all 
part of our ‘Good News for Christmas’ Advertising campaign. The Campaign, 
designed by local Advertising Agency ’Genesis’ of Watlington, has caught the 
imagination of churches across the country. We’d love to hear about people who 
have come to church as a result of the Campaign. 


INSIDE THE 
DOOR 

Our regular readers may 
notice a difference in this 
issue of The DOOR. Dioce- 
san news is in the centre 
four pages. The rest of the 
paper is for everyone, espe- 
cially our new readers. 

This issue is packed with 
good things. Did you know, 
for instance, that Paul Jones 
is not only a committed blues 
singer but a committed 
Christian, too (page 2); that 



there were tourists in Beth- 
lehem as early as the fourth 
century; or that you can buy 
a crib from Peru without 
moving from your armchair 
(page 4)? And how is your 
stress level? If it’s creeping 
up, go to the Quiet Garden 
(page 7) or read page 11 and 
rejoice! 

We bring you advice on 
what books to buy for that 
favourite niece or nephew 



(page 5), a new Christmas 
story by children’s writer 
Ann Pilling (page 8), and on 
page 14 the dramatic ac- 
counts of how three Chris- 
tians coped with what hap- 
pened to them in 1992. 

The DOOR wishes you 
peace and joy this Christ- 
mas and in 1993. 
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> of Reading 

Sharing the Good News in the Decade 6 


A unique shop, to excite the senses: 

Rugs, quilts, cushions, containers, lighting. 



And more. 

Craft made; skilfully designed; affordable. 


OXFORD: King Edward St 

(BETWEEN HIGH ST & ORIEL SQ) 
WOODSTOCK: On the A44 
CHELTENHAM: Regent Arcade 



one village] 

The World Shop 


PLEASE TAKE A COPY - FREE! 
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Finding a faith — and a wife 


S I suppose I was quite 
'religious’ for a couple 
of years as a schoolboy, 
when I was in the 
Portsmouth Cathedral 
choir. I really liked that — 
the music and, yes, the 
services too. But for various 
reasons I never got 
Confirmed, and the way I 
was treated by people I took 
to be Ch ristians at that 
time, didn’t just put me off 
Christianity, it made me a 
pretty angry opponent of it. 
I went to Jesus College, Ox- 
ford, but never finished my 
degree — show business in- 
tervened. And then the hec- 
tic years with Manfred 
Mann, filming and theatre 
work filled up my life. 
Early in the 1980s I was on 
tour in Germany. I always 
made a point of visiting art 
galleries when I was on tour, 
and on this one I was partic- 
ularly struck by the paint- 
ings of a German artist, 
Caspar David Friedrich — 
a contemporary of 
Beethoven. What impressed 
me was his ability to create 
a kind of spirituality out of 
landscapes and scenes of 
nature. It’s funny, really, 
that I used the word spirit- 
uality, because I’d have said, 
as an honest agnostic, that 
this word was pretty mean- 
ingless. Still, the paintings 
did speak to me about the 
values beyond the simple 
visible object. 

About then, I was in two 
shows at the national Thea- 
tre — Guys And Dolls and 
The Beggar’s Opera. Among 
the cast was a young wom- 
an called Fiona Hendley, 
and we became very friend- 
ly. In both plays she played 
opposite me, and in our 
‘characters’ we were to fall 
in love, despite some dis- 
couraging circumstances. It 
happened in real life, too! 
Eventually we started liv- 
ing together. Fiona was al- 


ready showing interest in 
Christianity and had start- 
ed going sometimes to All 
Souls Church, Langham 
Place in the West End of Lon- 
don. After a time I began to 
go with her, and found vari- 
ous echoes of my own search 
for spiritual reality in the 
Bible and in things I heard in 
serrmons. For me, for the 
first time, it seemed that the 
Christian faith might have 
the answers to that search. I 
also began to learn that 
Christians weren’t as I’d im- 
agined, indifferent to the 
problems of the real world. 
Then Cliff Richard invited 
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Paul Jones 


me to hear Luis Palau speak 
at his big mission in Queen’s 
Park Rangers football 
ground — and to join this 
preacher for supper after- 
wards. We sat through the 
meeting, and I found his ad- 
dress absolutely riveting. 
Luis spoke about a passage 
in Romans chapter one, 
where Paul talks about the 
evidence for God in the cre- 
ated order — that having 
seen His glory in this crea- 
tion we are ‘without excuse’ 
for not believingin Him. Well, 
that was me, exactly! 

And then he went on to speak 
of the complete giving of one 
person to another, the per- 
fect commitment oflove. And 
in an aside, he remarked how 
modem people found the ex- 
clusive commitment of mar- 


riage a real problem. Again, 
that was for me! Fiona and 
I might be seeking God, but 
we were still living in a way 
that would displease God 
....we had not found that 
God-given commitment to- 
gether. % 

As Luis finished, and began 
to make his appeal for peo- 
ple to ‘come forward’ to give 
their fives to Christ, Fiona 
got out ofher seat. I grabbed 
her by the arm. My ques- 
tion may have been strange, 
but to me it was of the ut- 
most importance: “Which 
one of us gets out of the 
flat?” She sat down again. 
At supper with Cliff and 
Luis, the situation was dis- 
cussed. Fiona wanted to give 
her fife to Jesus, and so did 
I. But we also saw that do- 


ing that would involve sort- 
ing out our relationship. By 
the time the evening was 
over, two things were done. 
We had both committed our 
fives to Christ, and we’d 
agreed to get married! 

That all happened in 1984. 
Eight years as Christians 
have confirmed the reality 
of what happened that 
night. For myself, coming to 
terms with being a Chris- 
tian in this world of show- 
business, the media and 
music has been a big test. It 
hasn’t always been easy, 
especially when in 1985 I 
began touring again with 
the Blues Band. Days and 
weeks away from home, and 
the difficulty of forging re- 
ally strong finks with a 
church, have created diffi- 
culties. But Fiona and I pray 
and study the Bible togeth- 
er whenever we can, and I 
take a Bible and a well- 
thumbed copy of Oswald 
Chamber’s My Utmost for 
His Highest with me wher- 
ever go.We are (irregular) 


members of a House Group, 
and worship either at All 
Souls or, more often now, at 
a local church, Emmanuel, 
in Wimbledon. 

Sometimes I simply wish it 
had all happened earlier in 
my fife — say, 25 years ear- 
lier. But then I think, look at 
all the things I would never 
have experienced. God’s tim- 
ing is never wrong. The ex- 
periences I have had, the 
things I have learnt, are all 
part of what makes me the 
person I now am — a person 


Paul Jones Is one of those people who seem to have 
been around for ever. He was singer and song-writer 
with Manfred Mann in the mid-sixties, has been in 
several films, acted In Shakespeare and Shaw, 
starred in musical after musical (Guys And Dolls, 
Cats, Pumpboys and Dinettes, Pippin, Kiss me Kate) 
and still performs 80-100 concerts a year with the 
Blues Band. As if that’s not enough, he currently 
presents ‘Uncle Jack’ for BBC Children’s Television 
and hosts the weekly Blues programme on Radio 2. 
But he still looks a young man! This autumn he 
appeared in ‘Hurray for Hollywood’ at the Oxford 
Playhouse. He was interviewed for The DOOR by 
David Winter , the Diocesan Officer for Evangelism. 


God can use in the rather 
strange world in which I 
move. 

For a fairly complicated per- 
son, my faith is pretty sim- 
ple. Either Jesus is the Son 
of God, or He isn’t. And if He 
is, then that is fundamental 
Christianity: following, be- 
lieving in, obeying the Son of 
God. 

As for the future, well, I’m 
not asking to know the whole 
of God’s plan for me. All I 
ask is for confidence that 
I may do my bit of it. 
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Institute of Directors 

1993 Pall Mall Lecture 
Is There A Gospel For The Rich 



To be delivered by 

The Rt. Rev. Richard Harries 
Bishop of Oxford 

Thursday 23th February 

Institute of Directors, 116 Pall Mall, London SW1 

Please contact Lorna Nairn on 071-730 0022 for more information 


DON'T BE STODGY 



SHARE THIS CHRISTMAS 

SPARE A THOUGHT FOR THOSE LESS WELL OFF. YOUR DONATION 
WILL HELP CHURCH ARMY WITH ITS WORK WITH THE NEEDY. 


□ I enclose a donation of £5, £10. other. 

□ Please send me more information about 
Church Army 

Name: 


Address: 


A > 


Church Army, Independents owd, ntocimeath, London 
SE3 9L6. Tel: 081 310 1226 Ra«.ciia(itiM.22S226 tdimi 
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THE OXFORD CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE FOR COUNSELLING 

"Understanding Ourselves and Others" 


A series of seminars aimed at helping us to understand ourselves, and also to be 
able to help with the wide variety of needs which people bring to us in the church 
today. 

1993 Evening Seminars (Held at St. Andrew’s Church, Linton Rd, Oxford 

at 7.30pm) 


[j] 26 January 
2, 9 February 

Is Your Job Right For You? 

Sima UK (Christian 
vocational guidance) 

£21 

@ 2 March 

Understanding Childhood 

Anne & Philip 
Daley 

£7 

\3\ 9 March 

Understanding Adolescence Charles Hampton 

£7 

[4) 16 March 

Understanding Mid-Life 

Charles Hampton 

£7 

[5] 4 May 

The Gift of Singleness 

Barbara Stewart & 
Betty Bailey 

£7 

\e\ 1 1 May 

The Gift of Sexuality 

John Hall 

£7 

[7] 18 May 

The Gift of Marriage 

Anne & Philip Daley 

£7 

[e] 1.8,15 

June 

Developing Listening Skills 

Brian Tebbutt 

£21 

APPLICATION FQRM 



Tick seminar(s) required: [j] [f] [|] [4] 

ID 0 0 

HI 


Cheque (made payable to ’OCIC’) in sum of £ 

All applications accepted (send s.a.e. if you require acknowledgement) 

Name ’ (Mr/Mrs) 

Address _ — — 


(Post Code) _ 


Home Telephone Number_ 


(Detach application form and send to OCIC Seminars, 1 1 Norham Gardens. Oxford 

OX2 6PS) 
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Pilgrims and 
strangers 



Photo courtesy of the Israeli Government Tourist Office 


The narrative of the early 
Old Testament is Uttered 
with holy places . . . sacred 
mountains, shrines, pillars, 
altars. Jacob, one remem- 
bers, dreamed of a great 
stepped temple reaching up 
to heaven at Bethel, and in- 
the morning raised a pillar 
to mark the spot. 

Nor was the obsession con- 
fined to the people of the 
Bible! After the violence of 
the Bar Cochba revolt 
against Rome in the second 
century AD, the Emperor 
Hadrian banished Jews and, 
consequently, Judaeo-Chris- 
tians from Jerusalem and 
its environs. A Uttle over a 
decade later, Justin Martyr 
writes of a cave at Bethle- 
hem in which Christ was 
bom. Did Hadrian’s officials 
know it? It seems likely be- 
cause, to negate the Chris- 
tian holy place, a grove to 
Adonis was planted around 
the cave. 

Greeted with horror 

That, and the temple of Aph- 
rodite built over Jesus’ sup- 
posed burial place in Jeru- 
salem were evidently greet- 
ed with horror among the 
Christians of the period. 

But it was all to change. 
The first great age of Chris- 
tian pilgrimage dawned in 
the Holy Land with the ac- 
cession of Constantine. Hele- 


na, the emperor’s mother, 
played an enthusiastic part 
in liberating the holy places 
from paganism. She, it 
seems, supervised the build- 
ing of the massive Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre and, at 
Bethlehem, the Church of the 
Nativity. Pilgrims poured 
into the Holy Land in the 
decades that followed. 

In 333 AD, the Pilgrim of 
Bordeaux — we don’t know 
his name — made the long 
journey by sea, then on don- 
keys from staging post to 
staging post. We know, too, 
of a garrulous and, perhaps, 
eccentric Spanish nun palled 
Egeria who travelled the 
Middle East extensively be- 
tween 381 and 384 AD. Curi- 
ously, she speaks of the tombs 
of St Moses and St Job. She 
also liked visiting hermits 
and holy men. Thenthere 
came Jerome and a retinue 
of noble Roman ladies who 
travelled the Holy Land be- 
fore he settled at Bethlehem; 
where he prepared his great 
translation of the Bible into 
Latin — the Vulgate. 

How authentic? 

But are the Christian holy 
places authentic? Who 
knows? As early as the fourth 
century, the tour operators 
certainly deceived Jerome. 
Tel Cana in the Bet-Netofa 
range is an inconvenient 


place to visit; the flat table- 
land north of Nazareth is 
flooded in winter. They had 
already renamed a nearby 
village Kefr Kenna, which 
was much more accessible 
when it came to commemo- 
rating the miracle which 
changed water into wine. 
Nor was Jerome entirely en- 
chanted by what he saw. As 
he admitted to Paulinus, Je- 
rusalem displays the scenes 
of Christ’s passion and res- 
urrection “in a crowded city 
with the whole variety of 
people you normally find in 
such centres, prostitutes, 
actors and clowns”. 

Nor, perhaps, is the scene 
too much changed in mo- 
dernity. Manger Square in 
Bethlehem today is a fervid 
swirl of humanity: young 
Israeli soldiers with ma- 
chine-guns, Arab traders 
selling olive-wood camels, 
postcards, transparencies 
and quasi-antiquities. 


Guides offer to conduct the 
unwary visitor. Twice-born 
Americans sing folksy 
hymns. 

At Christmas and at the 
Epiphany, within the 
Church of the Nativity it- 
self, Christians of different 
denominations vie with each 
other for access to the cave, 
the pecking order deter- 
mined by the amount of floor 
swept or windows cleaned. 
Sometimes they resort to 
throwing bottles and brooms. 
Gregory of Nyssa comment- 
ed in 380 AD: “We knew his 
Incarnation by the Virgin 
before we saw Bethlehem. 
We believed in his Resurrec- 
tion from the dead before we 
saw his tomb.” We could say 
the same today. 

Richard Hughes 

The Revd Richard Hughes 
is Rector of Whitchurch on 
Thames. His many books 
include Travels in the Holy 
Land. 


On a recent pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land, I visited the 
Church of the Nativity in 
Bethlehem. 

A guide says that Jesus 
was bom here... and laid in a 
manger... there. Do we know 
that this is the exact place? 
In Bethlehem, as in Jerusa- 
lem and throughout Israel, 
the land and buildings have 
been fought over, destroyed 
^and rebuilt many times dur- 


ing 2,000 years. People and 
places are transient; what is 
important is our faith, that 
Jesus was bom, that the Son 
of God was made man, that 
he served his ministry in 
Galilee, was arrested and 
crucified in Jerusalem, that 
he arose from death and is 
alive now for each one of us. 

Walter Cheney 
Assistant Secretary at 
Diocesan Trustees 


It should come as no surprise to find that 
Bethlehem has changed since Jesus’ time. 
And yet the name is so familiar, so dear to 
those of us who associate it with memories 
of joyous family gatherings and Christmas 
carols that it is a shock to see the town in a 
modern setting, with cars rushing through 
at top speed, television aerials poking up 
from roofs, and armed soldiers. And yet the 
original Bethlehem does exist, and there is 
a place to visit which we are told is the 
birthplace of our Lord. Somehow, it doesn’t 
really matter if the Church of the Nativity 
isn’t the actual spot where Christ was born 
because, as one modern pilgrim put it, “We 
were there , if you know what I mean.” 


We were there! 


When a group of parish- 
ioners from Ducklington 
Church visited the Holy 
Land earlier this year , 
they came back with the 
following impressions ... 

★ It’s made the Bible come 
home to me. Almost every 
time I hear it read I can say, 
“Yes, I’ve been there”. 

★ The Church of the Nativ- 
ity (in Bethlehem) was very 
crowded and full of candles 
and curtains and so on. At 
first I thought it was awful - 
so unlike anything I pictured 
of the birth of Jesus. But 
when we went down into 
the cave, and for a minute or 
two we were on our own, we 
all sang ‘Away in a manger’ 
and suddenly you didn’t no- 
tice all the trappings and 
the crowds. We were there , 
if you know what I mean. 

★ Galilee was my favourite 
place - the blue sky and blue 
water, and what the hymn 
says about the ‘calm of hills 
above’. And the thought that 
Jesus walked and talked 
here, and did so many mira- 
cles beside the lake. That 
was special. 

★ I found the Mount of Ol- 
ives very moving - the view 
over Jerusalem which Je- 
sus must have known so 
well. And the Garden of 


Gethsemane, with those in- 
credibly old olive trees, a 
place where you felt it was 
soaked in prayer... and a 
place where Jesus went to 
pray. 

★ I was impressed by the old 
road from Jerusalem to J eri- 
cho, across the Wilderness. 
It’s hard to imagine how Je- 
sus could have stayed in the 
heat and loneliness for forty 
days - it’s about the most 
bleak place I’ve ever seen. 

★ Basically, going to the 
Holy Land has helped me to 
understand that Jesus real- 
ly was bom, really did live 
and die and rise from the 
dead at a certain place at a 
certain date in time. We’re 
not dealing in myths and 
fantasies, but with a real 
person. That’s been an im- 
portant discovery for me. 
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DRIVEWAYS 
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The Nations’ 
Professionals 


BY m 

A New Driveway Makes The Perfect Impression 

Coloured and pattern imprinted concrete- maintenance free^ 
Wide choice of colours and patterns to suit all homes 
Only installed by experienced Paverprint staff 
Ideal for any public or private paved area 
Permanent! No sinking or movement 
No oil stains or puddles, ever! 

* Durable and wear resistant! 

WEED FREE, 

ATTRACTIVE, 

FOR LIFE! 



Post today! 
No stamp 
needed 


PLEASE TICK 
FREE ESTIMATE 



□ 


PHONE 


CQLQUR BROCHURE □ |MQ1 7 ^ 

PAVERPRINT LTD FREEI-ott \| I / I ■(/ ill/ 


WALLINGFORD OXON 0X10 8BR 




If you had invested £41,500 in a 
building society in October 1989 your 
income would have been: 

In 1990 — £5,000 
In 1992 — £4,150 
In 1992 — £3,400 
In 1993* — £2,150 

(♦assuming a 6% Bass Rate in 1993) 

What are the alternatives now? 

Telephone Mark Roach on 
(0608) 644575 


Quest Financial Services 
Bank Chambers 
Market Place 



Chipping Norton 
Oxon OX7 5NA 


v^^uest financial services-l 
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ORGAN BUILDER 

Re-builds, restorations, regular tuning and maintenance visits 
6 SUNNYMEDE AVENUE, CHESHAM, BUCKS HP5 3LE 
Telephone: 0494-785118 
Member Incorporated Society of Organ Builders 


INSTITUTE OF COUNSELLING 
COUNSELLING SKILLS 


• Certificate Courses # 1 Year Diploma Courses 

• 2 Year Diploma Courses • Training Resources 

— All Courses on a Home Study Basis — 

For further details write: 

Registrar, Institute of Counselling, 

Dept D, 15 Hope St, Glasgow G2 6AB. 


Sole Funeral Service 

BIDSTON CLOSE, OVER NORTON, 
CHIPPING NORTON 

Sympathetic, personal attention from a qualified 
funeral director including pre-planned 
funeral arrangements. 

Memorials designed and supplied. 

Tel (0608) 644112 at any hour 


JOHN BURT DHP, MIAH 

Help with anxiety, confidence, depression, phobias, 
personal problems, stress, smoking, 
weight problems etc. 

A sympathetic and totally confidential service. 

For appointment, FREE consultation or 
brochure telephone: 

0734 770800 



GLASTONBURY 
ABBEY HOUSE 


1993 Retreat Programme 


Includes traditional silent retreats; Myers Briggs; Frontiers of 
Spirituality; Encountering Orthodoxy; Painting — Drama — 
Calligraphy and Prayer retreats; Walking with God; 
Benedictine Experience. 

Send s.a.e. to the Warden, Abbey House, Chilkwell St., 
Glastonbury BA6 8DH 
or phone 0458-831112. 

Also now booking for parish groups 1994 


Life needs a non-resident 

HOUSEMOTHER 

at Oxford Life House 

The house, situated in East Oxford, 
provides medium-term accommodation for 
five unsupported mothers and their babies. 
Hours: 8-12 per week. 

Expenses paid. Small salary. 

For further details, contact Paula Flynn 

0993 772124 

Life is a registered national charity 


GEOFFREY CHURCH & CO 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


For a personal and dignified service contact: 


Mr J. CURRAN 
Churchgate 

The Broadway, Thatcham 

Tel: (0635) 868444 

(24 hours) 


or Mr G. CHURCH 
46 Bishopwood Road 
Tadley 

Tel: 0734 814420 

(24 hours) 


PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 



BROMLEY & 
SON 

Funeral Directors 


Telephone 
Oxford 792227 


24-hour service to all areas. 
Dedicated Chapels of Rest. 
Pre-arranged funeral plans 
available with price and 
service guarantee. 


Monumental Mason 


Funeral Director 
Stanley Totton 


fisher + 

TOWNSEND 


(Funeral 

Directors) 


Office and Chapel of Rest 

81 High Street 
Witney • 

Tel: (0993) 702675 

day and night 
Manager - 
Funeral Director 
PETER SMITH 
Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
Memorial Showroom • 
Mon-Fri 
9am-5pm 
Now open on 
Saturday 9-12 



Shopping around the wort 





Catalogues 


Christian Aid , 35 Lower Marsh. 
London SE1 7RL 
Christian Crafts. 1 8 Oak End Way, 
Gerrards Cross. Bucks SL9 8BR 
Tel; 0753 890228. 

North and South , Lower Row. 

Martinstown. Dorchester. Dorset 

DT2 9HB Tel: 0305 889247 

Oxfam Trading. Murdock Road. 

Bicester. Oxon OX6 7RF 

Tel: 0869 24501 1 

TearCraft. PO Box 777. Carlisle. 

Cumbria CA3 0QS 

Tel: 081 977 9144. Local 

representatives: Christine Evans 

(0734 414908): Sheila Fothergill 

(02357 67254); Joyce Rice (0869 

249860) 

Traidcraft . Kingsway , Gateshead 
NE11 ONE. Many local 
representatives. Contact 
W. Midlands Regional Adviser for 
your nearest ( 052785 3330) 
WaterAid Trading Ltd. PO Box 10, 
Gateshead NE8 1 LL. Tel: 091 487 


Shops 


One Village. King Edward Street 
(off High Street) . Oxford, & Oxford 
Street. Woodstock. 

Oxfam. most high streets. 


Not so very long ago, if you had wanted 
to buy a carpet from Tibet, or raffia 
baskets from Zimbabwe, or mirrored 
cushion covers from India, you would 
have had to embark on a round-the- 
world trip. Now, all these exotic goods 
are available from high street shops 
and catalogues. 

It is a common misconception that 
charity shops, for example, sell only 
second-hand goods. But this Christ- 
mas, the windows of Oxfam shops are 
positively glowing with brilliantly-col- 
oured gifts and decorations from places 
as far apart as Mexico, India and the 
Philippines. 

Oxfam Trading, along with Traid- 
craft, TearCraft and Christian Aid, are 
all working together to 
ensure that farmers and 
craftsmen and women in 
the Third World receive 
a fair price for their 
goods. Their lavishly il- 
lustrated catalogues en- 
able us to buy original, 
hand-made goods that 
would be impossible to 
buy anywhere else, ex- 
cept in their country of 
origin. The catalogues 
also include snippets of 
information about some 
of the people who have 
produced the goods, and 
the schemes your money will support. 

TearCraft tells us about Antonio, in 
Guatamala, who weaves fabrics; and 
about Clementina Sanchez, who lives 
in a shanty town in Peru. One of Clem- 
entina’s wall-hangings, with the word 
‘Peace’ embroidered on it, costs just 
under £20. 

Traidcraft is a rapidly growing or- 
ganisation, which promotes fair trade 
throughout the world. It also sells its 
goods through local representatives, 
and offers everything from recycled 
wrapping paper to pottery crib sets 
from Peru, from Christmas decorations 
to brightly coloured Salvadorean cross- 
es — and even a Christmas pudding. 

One Village, founded by Roy Scott, a 



member of the Church at Char 
works directly with community < 
prises in Africa, Asia and South i 
ica, building up the status of 
people and the well-being of theii 
munitieS. From the One Village 
in King Edward Street, Oxford (c 
High) and in Woodstock, you ca 
household goods and accessory 
eluding duvet covers ofhand-mad 
cushions, rugs, bags and incense - 
Christmas decorations too. 

WaterAid is perhaps less well-k 
but its Christmas collection inch 
delightful wooden ark with 38 ar 
(£15.95 and made in Madras, 
and a three-dimensional jigsaw 
Sri Lanka (it should be pointed oi 
WaterAid does not r 
mend either of these 
for children und< 
months). 

Christian Aid has 
card and gift into on 
its new ‘gift tokens’ 
make a donation 1 
charity, and then s 
card to your friend i 
what that money ha* 
For example, £5 buy 
clone emergency rel 
for an Indian famil 
provides high-pi 
meals for 50 child] 
Zimbabwe. 

‘Christian’ gifts made by Chi 
craftsmen and women can also be 
in the UK Nick Jackson, of Nort 
South, trained as a silversmit 
had worked in the jewellery trad( 
years when he gave up his job 1 
duce specifically Christian jev 
from home. He works in gold and 
and produces crosses and other 
tian symbols for both men and w 
Prices are from £5.25 for a silvi 
badge. 

Nearer home, in Gerrards ' 
Christian Crafts produces me 
pel badges — doves, fishes and c 
— and embroidery kits for san 
bookmarks and pictures. 

Venetia H 


You can shop in a convent, tew! 


Monks and nuns are often skilled in 
arts and crafts. Did you know, for 
Instance, that the figures once used for 
the crib at St Paul’s Cathedral were 
carved by a nun from St Mary’s 
Convent, Wantage? A number of 
religious houses in the Diocese have 
small shops selling inexpensive cards 
and gifts. They include: 


St Mary’s Convent,Wantaga: 
Christmas cards designed and printed 
at the convent Available from 


reception 9.45am • 12.30pm and 2pm- 
8.15pm. 

Burford Priory: Handpainted 
Christmas cards 15p to 50p and 
mounted ikons. Open 10.30-1 1.30am 
and 2.30-4pm . 

St Mary’s, Freeland:: the shop is in the 
Old Parsonage, and sells hand-printed 
cards, booklets, holding crosses and 
handicrafts. Open all day until 8pm. 
Convent of the Incarnation, Falracres, 
Oxford: Christmas cards, booklets and 
prayer cards. Open 10am - 12, 2 - 5pm. 






^aching the WorCd < Preachin£ the Word 

A ONE-DAY SEMINAR 

‘PREACHING TODAY’ 

With Dr Stephen Olford 
On 


Saturday 15th May 1993 
Hoi 


at Baptist House, Didcot, Oxon 

Dr Stephen Olford, the well-known conference speaker and authority on 
the dynamics of expository preaching will be leading a one-day seminar 
lor ministers and others engaged in the ministry of preaching and 
teaching the Gospel. 


Cost: £25 (Including Lunch) 

Send tor full details to the address below. 


Now available 

VIDEOS 


By Dr Stephen Olford 
Seven tapes each containing two messages. 

Price £15 each tape (£14 if ordering more than one) 

List available from: 

The Administrative Secretary, Encounter Ministries Tru^-< A,, » on 
Close, Burghfieid Common. R*«ding, oerKS RG7 3QP 


WYNDHAM 

HOUSING 


ASSOCIATION 


Self-Contained Single Unfurnished 
One-Bedroom 


in North Oxford for retired persons 

FOR SALE OR RENT 


24-HOUR WARDEN SERVICE 
TWO MEALS PER DAY SERVED TO 
INDIVIDUAL FLATS 


All enquiries to: 

The Administrator 
WYNDHAM HOUSE 
Plantation Road 
Oxford OX2 6JJ 


H Telephone : Oxford 511239 

(Monday and Wednesday) 
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Christmas books for children 


E ven the most devoted 
Godparent, aunt or 
grandfather can be 
stuck for inspiration when it 
comes to selecting a Christ- 
mas book for young William 
or little Rachael. But I hope 
the following suggestions 
will help to make Christmas 
book buying for children a 
little easier this year. 

Maybe that ‘extra some- 
thing' for the very young 
can be found in the Jig-saw 
carol books (Lion, £2.99). 
The theme of the series is 
Christmassy, with titles 
such as Come to Bethlehem 
and Joy to the World. The 
words run along the pages of 
a ‘teethproof hardboard 
book, with each illustration 


breaking up to reveal puzzle 
pieces. Scripture Union have 
produced a similar series 
(£2.95) but have kept to the 
classic Bible stories like The 
Good Neighbour and Joseph 
the Dreamer with the words 
of the story running under- 
neath a set of vivid pictures 
which, again, turn into a 
puzzle. 

‘I don't like reading...' is a 
common complaint, but 
some books such as Butter- 
worth and Inkpen's Fox ‘s 
Story (Marshall Pickering, 
£3.50) have such endearing 
illustrations that most chil- 
dren can be persuaded to dip 
into them. But for children 
who want more than just 
simple story books, the pub- 


lishers have provided a wide 
range of ‘doing' books with a 
myriad of titles, colours and 
ideas. Jesus Saves and God 
Creates (Hunt and Thorpe, 
£2.99) are wonderful pop-up 
scenes that will delight chil- 
dren and entertain their 
parents, too! Wonderful 
Earth by Butterworth and 
Inkpen (Hunt and Thorpe, 
£8.95) , The Story of Crea- 
tion (Tamarind, £8.95), The 
Little Christmas Tree (Lion, 
£8.95) and Where's Baby Je- 
sus ? (Word £5.99) are all 
full of fascinating flaps, tags 
and peep holes . Some of the 
books have even been com- 
bined with the Advent cal- 


*±#**44 


Graceful college graces 


We unhappy and unworthy men do 
give thee most reverent thanks , 
almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
for the victuals which thou hast 
bestowed on us for the sustenance of 
the body, at the same time beseeching 
thee that we may use them soberly, 
modestly and gratefully. And above 
all we beseech thee to impart to us the 
food of angels, the true bread of 
heaven, the eternal word of God, Jesus 
Christ Our Lord, so that the mind of 
each of us may feed on him and that 
through his flesh and blood we may 
be sustained, nourished and 
strengthened 9 


This grace from Christ Church Oxford is 
one of a delightful collection recorded in 
The College Graces of Oxford and 
Cambridge compiled by Reginald Adams 
and published by the Perpetua Press, 26 
Norham Road, Oxford at £12.50. 

Mr Adams was an Oxford scholar in the 
thirties and often recited grace in his college 
hall. 

A former schoolmaster, he was for thirty 
years a member of Her Majesty's 
Inspectorate of Schools before retiring to 
Oxford where he works as a voluntary 
guide in the Bodleian Library. His book 
includes the original Latin version of each 
grace. 


ender idea: for example, 
Meryl Downey's The Advent 
Calender Pop-up Book 
(Hunt and Thorpe, £6.95) 
which as it suggests, is a 
story, calendar and pop-up 
scene all in one. 

Also on this combination 
theme is No Room at the Inn 
by Priscilla Lamont (Hend- 
erson, £2.99) which is beau- 
tifully illustrated with 
amazing detail of facial ex- 
pression (see pictured on 
this page). It has a snippet 
of the Christmas story for 
each day and a figure to slot 
into the nativity scene so 
that the Christmas picture 
builds to a finale on Christ- 
ina Day. 

Is it Christmas yet ? 

For children, the month of 
December can seem never 
ending, so the best advice is 
keep them busy with per- 
haps Mary Batchelor's Lion 
Christmas Book (Lion, 
£2.25) or The Essential 
Christmas Book (Lion, 
£6.99) which offer stories to 
read, things to make (eve- 
rything from candles to 
Christmas puddings) and 
prayers to say in the run up 
to Christmas. Similarly The 
Christmas Holiday Fun 
Book (Lion, £2.50), The New 
Christmas Fun Book (Lion, 
£2.50) amd The Christmas 
Countdown by Meryl 
Downey (Hunt and Thorpe, 
£2.99) are all packed with 
the fun of Christmas. 

There are many variations 
on the Christmas theme; 



Illustrations from No Room at the Inn, by 
Priscilla Lamont (Henderson £2.99) 


tapes which you can mime 
to, Christmas puzzle books, 
mazes and surprise scribble 
books, build-your-own nativ- 
ity scene models, Enid Blyton 
and Patricia St John presen- 
tations of the Christmas sto- 
ry. Somewhere beneath them 
all is the original Bible story, 
and there are now many won- 
derful Bibles specially writ- 
ten for children with clear 
pictures and large print sen- 
tences. Among them are The 
Early Readers Bible (Kings- 
way, £10.99), Toddlers Bible 
(Scripture Union, £7.99) and 
Beginners' Bible (Kingsway, 
£9.99). They are all suitable 
for children learning to read 
while the International Chil- 
drens Bible has been trans- 
lated for children of about 
eight upwards (Word, £8.99 


paperback, £12.99 hardback, 
£24.99 leather). The Family 
Bible is for slightly older chil- 
dren (Tyndale, £8.99) and 
then we are into the more 
familiar Good News andLiv- 
ing Bible Editions. However, 
the presentation of the 
‘younger aged Bibles;' means 
that children no longer have 
to wait until they can read at 
teenage standard, before dis- 
covering the Christmas sto- 
ry and many other amazing 
truths for themselves. 

Emma Greenhough 
Emma is a sales assistant at 
St Andrew's Bookshop , St 
Clement's , Oxford. She has a 
special interest in children's 
books. Her selection is avail- 
able from St Andrew's 
branches and from other good 
Christian bookshops. 


DEALS 

HUMUS 


PHOXE FREE NOW 

ALPINE HOTLINE 


08 
525050 


Superb range of 
PVC-U and Aluminium 
Windows, Doors and 

Conservatories 

0 Free Satellite Dish 
installed by Dixons* 

0 No deposit finance, 
nothing to pay until 
April 1993** 

0 Up to 25% discount 

0 10 Year guarantee 

QUALITY 
DOUBLE GLAZING 
YOU CAN TRUST 




•S 5713 

ct wee km -mi V 


Xr 


Alpine House, Honeypot Lane, Kingsbury, 
London NW9 9RU. 

* Minimum order value £2000 
**Home Improvement Finance Plan 
Licensed credit brokers. Details upon request. Subject to 
Finance company approval. 



EVERY TIME 1 
YOG EAT | 
A MEAL |f 
YOG CAN 
GIVE *. 
A CHILD X 
THE g 
CHANCE I ? 
TO LIVE 


4 million children under five die each year 
throughout the world from diarrhoea, 
mainly caused by dirty water. That is why 
GNICEF is in 1 28 countries helping them to 
grow up strong and healthy, by working 
with local communities to install clean 
water supplies and improve sanitation. 

YOG CAN HELP BY JOINING OGR JAR 
OF GRACE APPEAL 


The Jar of Grace is simply an empty jam 
jar into which members of a household put 
coins - at every mealtime. 

The idea is that every time we sit down to 
eat, we remember those who are not so 
fortunate as ourselves, and make a 
contribution to help them. 


UNICEF® UK 


EVERY 10 PENCE YOG PGT INTO THE 
JAR MAKES A DIFFERENCE 

For example, £1.45 buys 10ft of plastic 
piping; £16.47 a soil and water testing kit. 
So do please take part, because every 
contribution you make can mean a better 
life for a child. 


Please tell me more about 
UNICEF's Jar of Grace Appeal: 

Name 

Address 


Postcode 



i Please send to: Jar of Grace Appeal, 

» UNICEF, 55 Lincoln's Inn Fields, London WC2A 3NB . 

L — - — — h — — - - Id 
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PEGASUS 

Retirement Homes - 



History in the Making 

at Pegasus Grange • Oxford 

Oxford's premiere 
retirement development 
built in a traditional 
w college style. 

Streatley Lodge is the first 
!%||L release offering spacious 
■' ^ 1 & 2 bedroom apartments 

-some with en-suite. 

Security & Quality are guaranteed when you purchase with 
Pegasus. If you are having problems selling your property 
- we can help - we can buy your house and ensure you a trouble 
free move -to retirement luxury. 

SALES OFFICE OPEN DAILY 

Sat/Sun 10.30am -4.30pm 
Mon-Fri 1 .00pm -4.30pm 
Whitehouse Road • Oxford 

( 0865) 204834 

Home Visits can be arranged to discuss your 
personal requirements. 



Pegasus 


A4144 


Help for 
Bethlehem’s 
babies. 

At Christmas our thoughts turn 
to Bethleham and that very 
special Baby. Action around 
Bethlehem Children with 
Disability (ABCD) is a small 
charity, now in its fifth year, set 
up to help the problems of 
today’s babies in Bethlehem, 
particularly those living on the 
West Bank and in the Gaza 
Strip. Gill King, edits Pilgrim 
Magazine from her home in 
Bicester. She is also a trained 
physiotherapist who worked for 
a year in Bethlehem. This 
Christmas she is appealing on 
behalf of ABCD who 
desperately need money. If you 
would like to help by buying 
Cliristmas cards (ten for £2.50) 
or by sending a donation, 
cantact: 

Gill King, 30 Churchill Road, 
Bicester, Oxon 0X6 7UB. 



Show Someone You Care 
Send them a 

PRAYER BEAR 

An Ideal and Original Gift 
A Prayer Bear is a little hand-crafted 
bear sent in a box with the prayer: 

PEACE ON EARTH 
AND GOODWILL TO 
ALL PEOPLE 

For only £2.99 we will send this 
Bear to anywhere in the British Isles 

The label on the box will say: 
Tins PRAYER BEAR COMES 
TO YOU FROM 
Senders name 

Please include name and adresa(es) 
of recipient(s) and make 
cheque/P.O. payable to ROBERT 
SMITH PROMOTIONS, 82 East 
Dulwich Grove, London SE22 
8TW. Tel: 981-299 4989. 





Most homeless teenagers will receive the things 
nobody else wants this Christmas-time. 

Insults and verbal abuse from the public. The threat of violence. 
Constant pressure to throw away self-respect and turn to crime 
or prostitution just to pay for the next meal. 

And if they're really lucky, a new cardboard box to sleep in! 

But it doesn't have to be that way. With your help, 
St Christopher's Fellowship can reach scores more 
homeless teenagers over the festive period and 
beyond, offering accommodation, counselling, 
long term housing, and most of all, di g nit y . 

Please help us give them a future this Christmas. 

St Christopher’s 

4. ^ WiWMl 

REBUILDING YOUNG LIVES 


« 

| To: St Christopher's Fellowship, 53 Warwick Road, London SW5 9HD. | 


Give homeless teenagers a 

as... 


I * wan * homeless young people. My donation is 
■ • enclosed. (Cheques to: St Christopher's Fellowship) 

I I £400 Qci20 Oe24 Qe10 Q E 


Card No. 


rr 


o 

Z 

J 

u 

\1 

If 

I S 5 

L“ 


Expiry date 
Signature 


Or donate on our Credit Card hotline 071 -244 7777 

Nome (Mr, Mrs, Miss, Ms, Dr. etc) 

Address 


rm i i! 


Postcode 


Sc Gvislopher's FeSowrfiip | 
^support'd by | 

r p_] 



w Top quality pocket* 
sprung beds top 
names, low price’s 

STAPLES, MILL 

BROOK, 

RELYON, VISPRING, 
NESTLEDOWN, 

\ REST ASSURED i 


Example (1200 springs) 

3’...£249, 4’6"...£359, 51..E425 


OXFORD BED 

We guarantee to save you money ■ 
Please call in or telephone 

for the lowest price’s 
on top brand ■ 


names . 


SILENTNIGHT 

(sprung base) 

Biaraateei ao roll together, 
unless yea want lo 

3 ’...£ 99 , 4 ’ 6”...£149 

5’.. .£169 

(available with drawers) 


PINE BEDS AND BUNKS 
MANY STYLES TO CHOOSE FROM. 
UNBEATABLE PRICES 


All our beds 
are in stock, 
for immediate 
delivery or 
collection. 


. Rest#, 
Assured 

TMI STYUSN ATfUOACMTO CO*tfO«T 

RESTAPAEDIC 
SUPREME DIVAN SET 

(MAGIC MIDDLE) 

3’... £249 

4’6” £365 

5’ £429 

(available with storage) 

MATTRESSES REST ASSURED N0.1 

2’6” from £35 2’6” £1 1 9 


SILENTNIGHT PERFELTA 
STORAGE DIVAN 

3\..£79 4 ’ 6”...£139 


A Rest#, 
Assured 

rm styuim AwuoacH to coMforr 

N0.1 

3 ’ Cl QQ 

4’ & 4’6” £279 


5’ £325 

(available with drawers) 

REST ASSURED 

Orthotonic mattress 

0 9 (\” fL W P1QQ 

4’ & 4’6” .....from £65 4’&4’6” £159 4’ &4’6” ZZ"£170 

5’ from £75 5’ £189 5’ £219 


OXFORD BEDS 


OXFORD BEDS. 
COXETER HOUSE. 
27-28 OCR 
STREET, 
ABIN8D0N 
(0235)550080 


OXFORD BEDS 

fOINMOU 


lOfTS coa*S£] 


OXFORD BEDS. 

COURTLAND 

ROAD. 

ROSEHIU. 

OXFORD 

(0065)717452 


1 


SAVE SAVE SAVE SAVE SAVE SAVE SAVE SAVE SAVE SAVE SAVE SAVE SAVE SAVE 


N 


SAVE SAVE SAVE SAVE SAVE SAVE SAVE 








A time for stillness 
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Discover 
the Lord 
and 
find ye 
rest 


The Angel’s 
Message 

Stoop down, adore, 

And let the light of glory 
pour 

Upon thee. 

Come, see, 

For he is seeking thee, 

So small and yet so wise, 

Creator of the world, he 
lies. 

Oh, let thyself be found, 
And joy abound. 

by a nun at 
Burnham Abbey 


r \ 





Rest in the Lord. Let go. 
Take sweet repose. 

He says, “Come to me now 
You anxious ones, all those 
Who feel the need of calm. 

When days are filled with 
stress 

Don’t rush, stay still 
A while to think of Him. 
Let tensions go. They will. 
You’ll feel his blessed 
balm. 

Edna Frankish 

Rest in the Lord, wait 
patiently for Him - 
Psalm 37: v 7 





The Quiet Garden 


As the brilliance of coloured 
stars exploding, cascading 
and razing the early Novem- 
ber sky fades in the memo- 
ry, we are called in Advent 
to behold the promise of a 
wonder immeasurably 
greater in its radiance, that 
rests in the eternal yet wears 
the garment of simplicity. 

Often, our response to this 
promise is busy prayer, not 
because we do not long tp 
dwell in God’s presence, but 
because Advent activity 
takes over 
from hop- 
ing in the 
Lord in ex- 
pectant 
stillness. 

Yet the 
heart seeks a place of quiet 
prayer which may become a 
place of gladness. 

Such is the Quiet Garden, 
which lies beyond a long old 
brick wall in Stoke Poges. 
Its several rooms are part of 
a larger house, and it is to 
this place that people come 
to be still. There is a sense of 
community, too, in the pat- 
tern of gathered silent 
prayer. It is fragile, yet a 
place of hope, a place not 
only of Advent but also of 
the Resurrection. For there, 
in silence and stillness, a 
busy mind may give way to a 
quieter heart. So hope and 
longing meet with a joyful 
Alleluia, which is woven into 
the thread of our lives. The 
Quiet Garden gives time to 
seek this Alleluia. It calls to 
stillness, to waiting, to a will- 
ingness to rest in the desert 


place. But do we need more 
places to go and be quiet? 
Aren’t there already enough 
retreat houses already? The 
sterling work of the monas- 
teries, convents and retreat 
houses which is reflected in 
the burgeoning retreat 
movement, highlights the 
deepening hunger for spirit- 
ual refreshment, for a better 
balance in life and disciple- 
ship, and for places in which 
to respond to the invitation 
of Jesus: “Come away by 


yourselves to a desert place 
and rest awhile.” (Mark 
6:31). 

It is quite apparent, how- 
ever, that more such ‘desert 
places’ or to change the met- 
aphor, ‘oases’ are needed. In 
1922 the Revd Alan Simp- 
son, Organising Secretary 
for the Association for the 
Promotion of Retreats (an 
Anglican body) said: “ Give 
us a retreat housed on the 
outskirts of every big town, 
and we will give you a church 
renewed with vigour and 
power “. 

The Quiet Garden Trust is 
being established to provide 
and encourage local oppor- 
tunities for silence, solitude 
and the appreciation ofbeau- 
ty, for the teaching of Chris- 
tian prayer and spirituali- 
ty, and for the experiencing 
of creativity and healing in 


the context of God’s love. 

The Trust’s first centre 
opened this autumn at Stoke 
Park Farm, Stoke Poges, 
next to the lovely St Giles’ 
churchyard and grounds, 
where Thomas Grey penned 
his ‘Elegy written in a Coun- 
try Churchyard’ . The wing 
that is used is being lent to 
us (having been beautifully 
decorated and furnished), by 
the owners, Geoffrey and 
Noreen Cooper, for two days 
every week. That arrange- 
m e n t , 
which could 
be replicat- 
ed in so 
many are- 
as, means 
that we can 
work to make the place, its 
stillness and its teaching as 
accessible as possible to peo- 
ple from different Christian 
traditions and economic 
backgrounds. 

Forgive the pun, but Quiet 
Garden planting is a major 
part of the vision! If you 
would like to explore fur- 
ther details about this or 
about the Stoke Farm Cen- 
tre, please contact the Revd 
Philip Roderick, 18 Sunters 
Wood Close, Booker, High 
Wycombe, HP13 4DZ. Or if 
you would like more details 
about the retreat and re- 
treat houses throughout the 
country contact the Nation- 
al Retreat Association, Lid- 
don House, 24 South Aud- 
ley Street, London WIY 
5DL. 

Philip Roderick and 
David Foster 


The Fast and the Feast, the 
Stillness and the Dancing 


ALLAN WARDLE mb,,. 

Specialising in Longcase (Grandfather) 
Carriage and Striking clocks 

All types of clock restoration and 
repair, including dial and case repairs. 

Clocks bought and sold 
Collection and delivery available. 

Ickford (0844) 339445 

(Two miles from Junction 7 and 8 M40) 

Chapel Cottage , Sheldon Road 
Ickford , Nr Aylesbury 
Bucks, HP 18 9HY 
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FIONA 

PRESTON 


Soft Furnishings Specialist 

★ Blinds — Austrian, London, Roman, etc 
★ Curtains, pelmets, tie-backs 
★ Bed covers and canopies 
★ Cushion covers, etc 
Fast, reliable friendly and professional service. 
Free estimates day or evening 

Please tel. (0491) 680508 


E. FENNEMORE & SON 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

ESTOVER 100 YEARS 

Offering a caring reverent service . 

All work carried out to a very high standard. 
Reasonable charges. 

TEL: MILTON KEYNES 690060 24 HOURS 
PRIVATE CHAPELS • MEMORIALS ERECTED 

32 Western Road, Bletchiey, Milton Keynes 

• ’A full catering service is also available. 


fg Holloway’s g 

THE LOCAL FURNITURE AND 
FINE ART AUCTIONEERS WITH A 
NATIONAL REPUTATION 

A Professional Service from complete contents to a single 
item - Valuations - Free Pre-Sale Advice. 

49 PARSONS STREET, BANBURY 
OXON OX16 8PF. TEL: (0295) 253197 
STREATLEY, BERKS TEL: (0491) 872318 



The Angel Gabriel from a window from St James’ 
Church, Pangboume, in Berkshire, appears on 
one of the Royal Mail’s 1992 Christmas stamps. 

The five stamps show nativity scenes from stained 
glass windows of British churches. The 24p stamp 
shows Mary and the infant Jesus from St Mary’s 
Church, Bibury in Gloucestershire. Gabriel 
appears on the 18p stamp, the most popular for 
Christmas cards. It is by Karl Parsons and is 
taken from the east memorial window which 
dates from 1920 and was one of the many 
commissioned after the Great War. The stamps 
were designed by the London-based design 
consultants, Carroll, Dempsey and Thirkell. 



SPACE FOR PRAYER 


Use a lighted candle as a focus to pray: 

Dear Lord, we pause for several moments to 
prepare for Christmas. 

Bless us as we light this candle, 
may our hearts be warmed by its glow 
and ycur love 

May we walk in the ways you light for us 

and experience your peace 

in the midst of our other Christmas preparations. 

Prepare us, Lord, to know 

And to understand more clearly 

the meaning of your gift to us, your Son, 

Jesus Christ, Amen. 

• From Advent Extra: Put Christ back into your Christmas 
published by Redemptorist Publications, Alphonsus 
House, Chawton, Alton, Hants GU34 3HQ 


Diocesan Sunday Prayer Diary 

Each Sunday churches In the Oxford Diocese are asked to pray for 
a certain deanery and an area of public concern or employment 

December 6 (Bible Sunday) : Bracknell Deanery; those who work in the 
Defence industries. 

December 13: The Diocesan Institute; those who work in publishing. 
December 20 ;Deddington Deanery; all the carol services in the 
Diocese at this time of year. 

January 3: Aston and Cuddesdon Deanery; the homeless; those who 
work from home, especially those who are exploited. 

January 10: Agricultural chaplains in the Diocese; those who work on 
the land. 

January 17: Milton Keynes Deanery; the Diocese s Ecumenical 
Officers; those who work in the Computer industry. 

January 24: Sonning Deanery; all those who are retired. 

January 31 : Oxford Deanery; polticians and all who work in political 
parties and in government and local government. 


Do you need a guaranteed 
income? 

Are you a homeowner? 
Are you aged 70 or over? 

If you can answer yes to the above then our 
Homeowners Income Plan will undoubtedly be 
of great interest to you. The scheme is based 
on an annuity and fixed rate mortgage and 

provides you with peace of mind as well as a 
guaranteed income. 

Ask for details from Allchurches Life at 
FREEPOST (GR1 733). Gloucester GL1 IBR or 
phone |o Ogden on 04 5 2 419221. 

K \ 

Allchurches Life 

INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 

A member of the Ecclesiastical Insurance Croup 

Member of LAUTRO fd ij^, 

Your home is at risk if you do not keep up 
repayments on a mortgage or other loan secured on it 
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David Si Ivey & Son 

Cooks Funeral 

Funeral Directors 

Service 

* West bourne Street 

72 Broad Street 

High Wycombe 

Chesham, Bucks 

Bucks 

HP5 SOX 

Tel: (0494) 529193 

Tel: (0494) 791359 

24-Hours Service. Pre-payment funeral plan available. 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 


WEDDING DRESSES 
CHRISTENING ROBES 
CONRRMATION DRESSES 



all individually designed and made 
to your requirements in all sizes 

Please contact: 
Beatrix Gold B.A. (Hons) 
Milton Keynes 
0908 671334 



THE ABBEY 

SUTTON COURTENAY 
Oxon OX14 4AF 
Tel: (0235) 847401 

JANUARY 

22-24 Praying Alone 

Weekend retreat led by 
Tom Cullinan OSB 

FEBRUARY 

6 The Heart has Seasons 
Quiet day based on the 
natural and liturgical 
cycles led by Graham 
Dowell 



: wm > 


Are you looking for a new 

KITCHEN, BATHROOM OR 
BEDROOM? 

We are a family business with 20 years experience in 
supplying and installing quality products for people 
who have an eye for style and demand the best. 

You may choose from English, French and German ranges all of 
which offer quality and style at sensible and affordable prices. 

Most importantly, we provide innovative designs, backed by a personal 
and reliable supply and installation service. 

For a free quote without obligation 
please call Richard or Susan 

Smithies on 0628 531584 ^ 



JTifk 

INTERNATIONAL 

NEPAL 

FELLOWSHIP 


URGENTLY REQUIRED 

MECHANICAL 
AND CIVIL ENGINEERS 

for INF Technical Services Department in Nepal. 
HNC/D or degree level qualification. With 
experience. Minimum term of service 3 years. 
Please contact: 

General Secretary, 69 Wentworth Road, 
Harborne, Birmingham B17 9SS 

Tel/Fax: 021-427 8833 



SHADES 

OF 

GLASS 






Craftsman Built Lead Light and Stained Glass Windows 
Specialists in Church repairs and replacement windows 
Call us (or free quotes on 

★ Repair or Replacement to Lead Light 

★ Repair or Replacement to Vandal Damage 

★ Repair or Replacement to Painted Details 

★ Repair or Replacement to Stained Glass and Engraved Detail 
Reference available, work undertaken on many local Churches and 

Colleges 

Interest Free Terms Available 

OXFORD (0865) 340831 
12 Fane Drive, Berinsfield, Oxon 


/ 



Buying a new organ? 

The choice is yours 
Only MAKIN offers the choice of 
classical organs guaranteed to meet 
differing situations and musical 
needs at truly competitive prices. 
Browse, at your leisure, through 
our showrooms and see, hear and 
try over 30 different models of 
classical organ. 

Hear your selected instrument 
demonstrated in your own Church 
along with appropriate sound 
units. 

Finally make your choice, from an 
English Company with a 
nationwide service, and a proud 
reputation established over many 
years. 

MAKIN ORGANS LTD 
THE CLASSICAL 
ORGAN CENTRE 
FRANKLIN ST 
OLDHAM 
LANCS 0 L 1 2 D P 

Tel: 061-626 5666 
Fax: 061-665 2284 
Your local dealer: Ecclesiastical Organ Company, 54 Cambridge Road, 
New Malden, Surrey, KT3 3QL Tel: 081 942 8926 



A Christmas story for children by award winning Oxford writer, Ann Pilling 


WHAT THE DONKEY SAW 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


It had been a hard jour- 
ney for an old moke like 
me. I was past it, really. 
They should have given 
the job to a younger chap. 
But nobody else could be 
spared, to take this preg- 
nant girl to Bethlehem 
(don't ask me 
what’s been going 
on there ....) So it 
was Buggins’ 
turn, as usual. I 
suppose Jospeh 
had a bit of fellow 
feeling for me. 

He’s pretty old 
too. 

I’ve never liked 
innkeepers. My 
family’s teetotal. 

And this one was 
really a nasty 
type. He just 
loved it, packing 
them all in, and 
taking their cash 
— beds on the 
floor and beds on 
the roof. By the 
time we got there, 
the place was a 
madhouse and 
the innkeeper’s 
wife ran around 
yelling: “No room, 
no ROOM” . It 
was only when 
she realised the 
baby was on its way that 
she shoved us into the sta- 
ble. The straw was clean; 
that’s about all you could 
say for it. 

I was so tired, but there 
was no room to lie down. I 
must have fallen asleep 
on my hooves in the end. 
But sleep I did, and I 
dreamed. 

★★★★★ 

First, it was about some- 
body who felt like a sort of 
grandfather to me, a 
grand beast, a donkey who 
stood high, his coat the 
colour of pale sand. And it 
was sand he plodded 
through — across a desert, 
then up a mountain. He 
was fully loaded, not just 
carrying a boy on his back 
but a great bundle of kin- 


dling, too. There was an 
old man leading him. I 
think his name was Abra- 
ham. The boy’s name was 
Isaac. I heard that alright. 

When they got to the top 
of the mountain the boy 
looked round. The old man 


yours truly. I seemed to be 
carrying some kind of ce- 
lebrity on my back. I 
couldn’t see him of course, 
but he felt nice. You know, 
gentle. 

It was the baby that woke 
me, squawking and crcy- 





Each year at Ashbury, near Wantage, the ‘Stations of the 
Nativity 9 are acted out in the streets of the village, ending up 
in a farmer’s barn with the manger scene and a real live 
donkey. Lots of people in the village are involved, like Sarah 
and James Rennie, who played Mary and Joseph in 1990 when 
this picture was taken by Frank Blackwell. The donkey’s real 
name by the way was Chloe. You can see this year’s version on 
December 22 starting at the Ashbury crossroads. See page 15 
for details of this and other nativity plays. 
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had built a kind of altar, 
and set a fire going. Isaac 
said: “Father, where’s the 
lamb to be sacrificed?”. 
And Abraham gave him a 
strange look. “God will 
provide it, my son,” he 
said. He was crying. 

It got muddled at that 
point, as dreams do. All I 
can remember is that 
there was a ram caught in 
a thicket by its horns. They 
made a sacrifice of that 
instead, just when the boy 
thought he’d had it, and 
Abraham was about to 
plunge a knife in his chest. 

Then, suddenly, it was 
me in a narrow city street. 
There was a real hubbub, 
folk shouting and waving, 
people chucking palm 
branches about, and the 
centre of attention was 


• • • •• • • 

ing. Well, I didn’t blame 
him, I’d cry too. Fancy be- 
ing dumped in a cold sta- 
ble after nine months in a 
warm, dark womb. While 
I’d been dreaming the 
place had really filled up. I 
saw three kings, gorgeous 
they were, and quite a few 
shepherds, rough types, a 
bit smelly, and there were 
the angels up in the raft- 
ers, keeping an eye on that 
baby. He was the one. 

Suddenly, the cow next 


to me gave me a nudge. 
She was kneeling, they all 
were, not just the people 
but the animals too. You 
couldn’t stay on your feet, 
it didn’t feel right. So I 
tried to kneel down as well 
but it wasn’t enough. 

Something enor- 
mous had hap- 
pened in that sta- 
ble, something 
huge, and I wrig- 
gled and wrig- 
gled until I was 
flat on the floor 
in front of the 
baby. A light 
came from him 
so bright I 
thought it would 
kill me. But it 
was a good light, 
warm somehow. 
I needed it. 

That’s my sto- 
ry. There were a 
lot more children 
after that, but 
the baby I saw 
has become a bit 
of a rebel. People 
like him though; 
he draws the 
crowds. And 
Joseph and 
Mary have been 
good to me over 
the years: nice 
field, comfy stable, noth- 
ing but the best. I reckon 
they feel Fm somebody spe- 
cial. Like Him 


© Ann Pilling, 1992 

Ann Pilling has written 
more than 20 books for 
young people, including 
Henry's Leg which won The 
Guardian Award in 1986. 
She lives and worships in 
Oxford. 


Answers to Crossword on page 15 

ACROSS: 1. Richard 7. Era 8. Leo 9. Den 10. Lar 
11. Ups 14. Ash 16. Nie 17. Rue 18. DNA 19. APS 20. Inn 
21. Rit 22. NEC 23. Ane 24. Greater 

DOWN: 1. Redounding 2. Ire 3. Can 4. All 5. Rea 
6.Dorchester 12 . Pinner 13. Seance 14. Ararat 15. Supine 



Design a Christmas Card 


You Could be a famous designer, 
says the Mothers’ Union. The MU is 
inviting anyone who will be aged 
under 13 on February 1, 1993 to send 
in Christmas card designs. Winning 
entries will be published in the June 
1993 issue of Home and Family. 
The competition will be in two age 
categories: under-9 and 9-12 years. 
First prize is a first-class rail ticket 
to London for your family to see your 
picture being made into the Mothers’ 
Union Christmas card for 1993. You 
will be given the first 100 cards print- 
ed. Runners-up will win videos, cray- 


ons, puzzles, books or pictures. 

How to Enter 

Draw or paint a picture based on the 
Christmas story, or on How Good King 
Wenceslas might have helped the poor 
today. Your entry must be in paint, col- 
oured pencil, pastels, crayon or collage 
(not felt-tipped pens) on any size plain 
white paper. 

Print your name, address and age on the 
back of your picture and send it to: The 
Mothers’ Union, Mary Sumner House, 24 
Tuflon Street, London SW1P 3RB. The 
closing date is 1 February 1993. Unfortu- 
nately, the pictures cannot be returned. 
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In Advent, Mary and 
Joseph (and the 
donkey) make their 
way round the room 
and arrive at the 
stable on Christmas 
Eve. Baby Jesus is 
placed in the stable 
for Christmas Day. 
The Wise Men begin 
their journey and 
travel round the 
room to arrive on 
January 6, the 
Epiphany. It will take 
time to make this crib 
but friends, a family 
or a junior church 
group could make it 
together. Once 
finished it can be 
used again and 
again. 

Roger Fray 

Diocesan Children's 
Officer 
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Boy as a 
Bishop 
for a day 


The custom of the Boy Bish- 
op holding office from St 
Nicholas Day on December 
6, to Holy Innocents Day 
(January 1), goes back a 
thousand years. It was first 
linked with the Roman Sat- 
urnalia when servants 
changed places with their 
masters. 

A boy chorister would be 
chosen as the Boy Bishop. 
He would wear the episco- 
pal vestments, carry a cro- 
zier and took part in all serv- 
ices which did not require 
an ordained priest. He would 
be assisted by the remain- 
ing choristers, and the cler- 
gy would join the choir! On 
his last day he would preach 
the sermon and bless the 
congregation. 

St Andrew’s Parish 
Church, Chinnor in Oxford- 
shire has decided to revive 
the ancient Boy Bishop cus- 
tom just for one day at their 
family Communion service 
on December 6 at 10am. St 
Nicholas is the patron saint 
of the Royal School of Church 
Music, and all the junior 
choristers at St Andrew’s 
will take part in the service 
by performing sidesmen du- 
ties, reading all prayers and 
readings, and even helping 
with the sermon. 


Now at the 

Bodleian 
Gift Shop 

Our new range of 
Christmas 

cards includes a Tolkien 
“Christmas letter” card 
plus many exclusive gifts 
Entrance in 

Old Schools Quadrangle 
(Open 9-5 Sats 9-12,30) 


$1*15 QalligTaptuj 

for your Wedding 
Album, Greetings 
Cards, Testimonials, 
Mementos, Scrolls, 
Certificates, Poems, 
Posters. 

TONY WITNEY 

4 Church Lane, 
Newland, Witney, Oxon 
0X8 6JZ (0993) 774754 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL PILGRIM. 

To the 

HOLY LAND 

26th JAN - 2nd FEB 1993 
2nd -9th FEB 1993 

DETAILS FROM 

FREEPOST 
FELLOWSHIP TOURS 
SOUTH CHARD 
SOMERSET 



TA20 2PN 


HOLY LAND HIGHLIGHTS 

6 Day tour from £299 - £395 


Throughout 1993 for Groups & Individuals 

Pax Travel ® 071-724 8206 




Olga hasn’t 
a care 


n the 


wor d 


a week ago she 
hadn’t a hope 

Brutally treated in a Russian orphanage, Olga is now loved 
and cared for, a normal and happy little girl - one of the many 
orphans rescued through the Hedley Roberts Trust. 

The Trust also provides holidays for disadvantaged British 
children, and gives medical help, including artificial limbs, 
and craft training to badly handicapped youngsters in India 
and many other countries. 

Wherever there's a need, we give practical help - without 
fuss, without red tape, and fasti We've changed the whole 
world for Olga. You can change a world! Find out more. 



The Hedley 
Roberts Trust 

Committed to changing the world for diaadvantaged children 
18 Rotherfield Road, Henley-on-Thames. Oxon RG9 INN 
Tel: 0491 411900. Charity 1003905 


To Hedley Roberts, 18 Rotherfield Road, Henley-on-Thames, 
Oxon RG9 INN. 

I'd like to help. Please tell me more. 

NAME 1 * 

ADDRESS 1 
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YOUR COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO ALL THAT IS BEST IN PROVIDING A CARING SERVICE — FOR DETAILS 
OF ADVERTISING ON THIS REGULAR MONTHLY SPEAD SPEAK TO DAVID HOLDEN ON (0865) 880505 NOW 



erfly Home Care Agency 

, DOM for the elderly to remain at 
Iftome for under £35 per day 

This small discerning agency offers temporary live in staff for a period 
of two weeks to provide car e/companions In p/coo king for elderly 
clients and others in need in the comfort of their own homes. ALL 
CLIENTS ARE VISITED PRIOR TO THE FIRST ASSIGNMENT 
SO THAT THEIR REQUIREMENTS ARE PROPERLY ASSESSED. 

ALL AREAS COVERED 

For a personal service contact us at 

IB Whitby Road, Bristol BS4 3QE 

Telephone: 0272 711599 

(office hours 6 pm to 10pm — 24 hour Answerphone) 


St Veronica Nursing Wing 

The Old Vicarage 
Moulsford, Nr Wallingford 

A high standard of Nursing Care within a happy 
atmosphere, rooms overlooking beautiful gardens. 
Short/long term stay patients 

Tel: 0491 -651428 

for further details 


ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer’s 
disease. We have qualified and experienced staff, large 
gardens and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, 
contact George Tuthill, who will be pleased to show 
you around. 

Wardington House Nursing Home 
near Banbury, Oxon OX17 1SD 

Telephone: (0295) 750513 



Por all grades 
of nursing care 

10 Church St. Caversham, Reading RG4 8DZ 
Telephone (0734) 476666 


Nazareth & 


totHUiliUTEl 

Bethany House 

Residential Homes for the Elderly 

Are looking for a lady to 
share ground floor room. 
Also single room on 1st 
floor for mobile person. 
For further details please 
contact: 

Nicholas Poulcherios 

Tel: 0494 -526763 


LSTABI.ISHFD |ve>* 

Do you or a relative of yours 
need home care ? 

Consult Us 

for resident lon«j term care 
of the elderly 

TFMPOIIAHX MIKSI 3 
COMPANIONS AND Hfct V FOR THF 
YOUNG ALWAYS ALAIIAHI F 

COIMSULTUS 

SERVICES AGENCY LTD 

1 7 l oiutun Itoiid lunUiiii*)*' 

Kent INK) 3 AH 

(0732) 335 231/352 462 

(LiupAyv) i 


REMAP G.B. 

Technical Equipment for Disabled People 
'Hazeldene', Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent TN15 9AD. 
Telephone (0732) 883818 

Registed Charity No. 1000456 

Over 100 panels in England, Scotland and Wales. 

Design • Manufacture • Supply 

Technical aids for disabled persons which are not available from 
Commercial Sources. 

We make no charge for our work to those who need us. 

We are cost effective and help to enhance the life and 
independence of thousands each year with specialist help 
unobtainable elsewhere — 

We need your support - we want to help you 

Inter-Countv 
Nursing Servuas 

The Nursing Agency which 
provides a caring, flexible service 
for all your nursing requirements. 

Please telephone: Madie Bills rgn, on 
0753 662298 or 0494 677118 

Licensed by Bucks County Council 


CARE AT HOME 

Resident Housekeepers/Care Assistants for 
temporary help — say on return from hospital 
or longer-term over several months. 

Oxford Aunts Care 

2 George Street 
Oxford OX1 2AF 
0865 791017 

Oxford. Aunts: Established 1967 (Emp /J\gy) 





• Large attractive country house in 


3 acres of well kept grounds 

• Individual rooms, own furniture 

• Long or short stay/holiday breaks 

• Fees: £175 - £275 per week 


HARRIAS HOUSE 

Residential Home 
for the Elderly 

• Non-profit registered charity 

• Caring, sympathetic staff 

• Spacious public rooms 

• Quality home cooking - 
own garden produce 


Oxtails and brochura from: 

The Warden, Harrias House, Hedgerley Lane, 
Beaconsfield, Bucks HP9 2SD. 


Tel: 0494 674204 


YEW TREE HOUSE 

Caters for Frail, Elderly, including 
Alzheimer Sufferers 

• Individual and independent Care 

• Home from Home Environment 

Fees from £185 per week 

DHSS funded residents welcome. 

Beautiful, peaceful gardens. 

Long, Short and Respite Care. 

Tel: High Wycombe (0494) 445100 


io untrv lousins 

4ktnuT)jrniN SUhrr* Em.IVW 

Employment Bureau 


HK.YD OFFICE REGION’ 

horsham 0403 210415 


CARDIFF : 

COLCHESTER 

GLASGOW 1 

LANCASTER 

NORWICH 

WINDSOR 

YORK 


0222 665815 
0206 768659 
041-248 8827 
0524 848693 
0603 763893 
0753 832818 
0904 631369 


HEAD OFFICE ADDRESS 
IOA Market Square. Horsham 
\\ e>t Sussex RH12 1EX 


MIDLANDS REGION 
LUTTERWORTH 0455 558858 
BIRMINGHAM 021-236 5121 
CHELTENHAM 0242 263362 
Shrewsbury 0743 353934 
SOUTH WEST REGION 
Plymouth 0752 346636 
BATH 0225 428438 

Salisbury 0722 421873 
YEOVIL 0935 410343 

HEAD OFFICE FAX NUMBER 

0403 217827 

24 Hour Answering Service 


X' 


THE NATIONWIDE CARING SERVICE 

PROVIDING 

Help enabling the elderly & infirm to remain in their own homes 
Support for over stressed relatives & holiday relief for regular carers 
Post Operative care 

HELP DURING 

Family Crisis - Illness - Holidays - Business Trips etc. 
CARETAKERS 

Security for your home & care for your pets 

RELIABLE STAFF ALWAYS REQUIRED 
Posts 2-4 weeks • Residential • GOOD SALARIES 
Telephone for lull information F.R.E.S. Member 



CARE IN ( RIMS 


CRISIS PREGNANCY 
CENTRE 


Facing an unplanned pregnancy? 
Trying to cope with physical or emo- 
tional problems following abortion, 
miscarriage or stillbirth? 

For free confidential Christian coun- 
selling, practical help and advice call: 

(0753) 883101 

Christian Counselling Centres in 
Hillingdon, Slough and High Wycombe 


UNIVERSAL CARE 

CARING IN THE 
HOME 

We specialise in providing com- 
panion/housekeepers to enable 
the elderly and infirm to remain 
living in their own homes. 
CHESTER HOUSE, 9 WINDSOR END, 
BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS HP9 2JJ 
Tel: (0494) 678811. Fax: (0494) 
671259 

(Emp Agy FRES Member) 


BNA 


British 

Nursing 

Association 


PRIVATE HOUSES, HOSPITALS, NURSING 
HOMES, INDUSTRY, SCHOOLS, ETC. 
Fully qualified Nurses (24 hours) avail- 
able, full or part-time. 

Highest professional standard. 
Friendly, caring service. 

Private Insurance 
Schemes accepted. 

OXFORD BRANCH 
Tel: Oxford 245201 
HIGH WYCOMBE 
Tel: 35025 


24 HOUR NURSING SERVICE 



DO YOU NEED A BREAK? 

The Jems Residential Care Home are 
now offering the following services: 

• Holiday breaks for carers • Social activities to suit individual preferences 

• Home caring available • Supportive, professional and caring staff 

• Latest modern aids • Weekend and short stays welcome 

• Established reputation for high standards and quality care 

• Registered for 15 

For detailed brochure please contact: 

Mrs G. Knight, SRN, OHN: The Jems Residential Care Home, 

Wises Firs Road Sulhamstead, Berkshire RG7 4EH. Tel: (0734) 832863 

RESIDENT PROPRIETOR: G KNIGHT, MEMBER OF SOROPTIM1ST SOCIETY 




Margaret Jadkson srn. onc. msscii. mbciia. 

Qualified Surgical Chiropodist 

Registered Member of the British Chiropody Association 

Visiting Practice 

8, Biekerton Road, Headington, Oxford. OX3 7LS. Tel: 0865 61718 


EMMBROOK COURT 

LEIGHTON PARK 

READING 

Security, safety and care in a beautiful setting 

Very Sheltered Housing 

i’ 

Retired home-owners who want to avoid moving into nursing 
homes in the event of increasing frailty or disability, yet want 
to retain their independence, may be interested in Emmbrook 
court and the concept of very sheltered housing. 

Emmbrook Court provides accommodation for sale in 
purpose built, accessible one and two bedroom apartments. 
The design of the building enables anyone who has difficulty 
getting about to live comfortably. All doors are wide enough 
for a wheelchair and steps and stairs are non-existent — there 
are lifts instead. Care has been taken with the design of 
kitchens and bathrooms too e.g. all baths can be removed to 
allow walk-in showers to be fitted if needed. 

The scheme also includes comprehensive support services. 
Instead of a single warden found in most traditional sheltered 
housing, there is a team of housekeepers working in shifts, 
who are on call (via an alarm in each room) every day of the 
year. Additional domestic assistance, such as ironing, 
cleaning, shopping and more personal care is also available to 
cater for the private needs of Owners. 

Communal facilities include a dining room, lounges, guest 
suite, conservatory, laundry, gardens etc. 

For further information about Emmbrook £ i iffT act: 

Retirement Security Ltd 
15 Boult Street, Reading RG1 4RD 
Telephone: 0734 503745 

(Supported by Nationwide Building Society) 
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Jumping for Joy 



It isn’t often that a middle aged editor 
gets the chance to go to a rave. So 
naturally I was nervous when I arrived 
at SS Mary and John Church for some- 
thing called ‘Joy\ Inside it was black as 
night, and I could only just make out 
some figures moving around within a 
circle in front of the altar. Others sat on 
kneelers scattered around the floor . I, 
having passed the age of 20 too long ago 
to remember, opted for a chair nearest 
to the door in case it all became too 
much. 

I was just beginning to wish I had gone 
to Evensong at the Cathedral, when the 
words ‘Prepare for Worship’ flashed up 
on a towering white screen and with a 
scream of guitars, the service began. 


YOUNG DOOR 


“This is the house of God. This is the 
gate of heaven. God Almighty is here,” 
and a huge Holy Spirit symbol flashed 
onto the screen. I began to feel shaken. 
It is, after all, one thing to know about 
the Holy Spirit, but quite another to be 
confronted with a massive image of 
Him. It certainly makes you think! 

It was a Eucharist Service, and the 
core of the liturgy was intact. But in 
between there were new prayers and 
songs I didn’t know, and the music was 
very loud, sometimes too loud for me. 
People danced or sat, and at the peace 
they went around hugging each other 
like long lost friends. I liked the sermon 
by Crispin Fletcher, a young theological 
student, who talked about our relation- 
ship with God in a down to earth way 
that used street language, but didn’t 
change the truth of the Gospel. 

So far, Father Martin Flatman, Vicar 
of SS Mary and John, had sat to one side 
leaving it all to his young congregation. 
When he quietly moved to the altar for 
the Communion itself, I began to wish 
the music would stop completely. Yet 
miraculously, as we filed up for Com- 
munion, I felt strangely overawed as if 
at the heart of all this noise was God 
like the stillness at the eye of the storm. 


But what is Joy? Well, it began in its 
present form about a year ago when it 
brought together a drop-in worship 
group run by Oxford Youth Works and 
another Joy run by students at St Al- 
dates Church, which had visuals and 
dance but no liturgy. The details of the 
service are arranged collectively with- 
different people responsible for differ- 
ent aspects of it. They write many of 
the prayers and songs, and have also 
undertaken to get involved in a variety 
of community projects like The Porch, 
Mind and Am- 
nesty Interna- 
tional. And who 
comes to Joy? 

There are some 
who have never 
darkened the 
door of a church 
before and have come through Oxford 
Youth Works which specifically works 
with teenagers beyond the fringe of the 
Church. And there are others like 15- 
year old Alice Foster who have dropped 
out of their own churches because they 
find them “boring” or “unwelcoming” 
or just irrelevant. “I couldn’t fit in at 
my other church. Joy is my church 
now. I really feel at home here. There is 
more body contact and the noise helps 
me to worship because it’s my sort of 
scene” she says. Pete Ward, Co-ordina- 


tor of Oxford Youth Works, constant- 
ly receives phone calls from churches 
around the country asking him about 
starting up something simlar to Joy. 
“I feel ambivalent about it spreading 
to other churches. The key is young 
people from outside the Church. This 
isn’t a church youth group, it’s for 
people who have had no contact with 
a church before and were getting into 
spirituality. This bridges the gap.” 
Joy isn’t for everyone. My own 
daughter found it quite unsettling 
“and more 
like a night- 
club”. But it 
does some- 
how hold 
onto the es- 
sence of the 
Eucharist 
and it is breaking new ground by 
saying to some of the young people we 
think of as beyond the Church’s reach, 
it’s alright, you can come in and wor- 
ship Him in your own way. You can 
dance and hug and sing and He will 
be there in the midst of you . 

Christine Zwart 
Joy takes place every 2nd and 4th 
Sunday in term time on Sunday eve- 
nings at SS Mary and John Churchy 
Cowley at 8pm . For details ring Glen 
Nicholls on 0865 711841. 


‘A huge Holy Spirit symbol 
flashed onto the screen’ 


Wednesday night 
at the Ritz 


The Ritz caravan is open for 
business every Wednesday 
evening between 7.30 and 
9.30pm in Thame’s Upper 
High Street car park. The 
caravan, which is run by vol- 
unteers from St Mary’s 
Church, dispenses free cups 
of tea and coffee and attracts 
between 20 and 30 young 
people each week. 

“It’s good to see the same 
faces each week, because you 
get the chance to build a 
relationship,” says Steve 
Couch, who is St Mary’s full- 
time youth worker. “We are 
careful not to force anything 
onto people, and to look for 
genuine openings. Building 
relationships is important. ” 

Caravan accepted 

That does not mean to say 
it is always easy. “Those who 
want to come do, and those 
who don’t want to know have 
made it quite clear, both vo- 
cally and physically,” says 
Jackie Hurst, one of the vol- 
unteers. 

But successes far outweigh 
the problems. As Steve says, 
the young people accept the 
caravan for what it is be- 
cause they recognise that the 
team is doing something for 
them, “and there’s not a lot 
of that in Thame”. 


Both Steve and Jackie em- 
phasise the importance of 
the pre-meeting prayers. 
“The fellowship of the team 
has really grown this year,” 
says Jackie. “If I don’t get 
time to go to the prayers, I 
feel totally inadequate and 
unable to deal with prob- 
lems as they arise.” 

Valuable work 

Although no-one expects to 
see immediate results, the 
Ritz Team has no doubts 
about the value of the work 
they are doing. “Many young 
people really can’t believe 
there is a God,” says Jackie. 
“Perhaps because of all the 
things that are happening 
worldwide, it’s difficult to 
convince them that these are 
man’s doing and that God is 
there to forgive such things.. 
But I am sure that the fact 
they do come back, time af- 
ter time, must say some- 
thing.” 

Steve takes a long-term 
view of the work: “What God 
is doing through us is plant- 
ing a seed. There is a need 
for young people to hear the 
Gospel and know that God 
is interested in them and 
that they can have a rela- 
tionship with Him 

Venetia Horton 


SPRINGBOARD 93 

Springboard 93 is the Oxford Diocese Youth Assembly 
for 16-25 year olds. The event has moved around the 
Diocese over the years, and has been at St Stephen’s 
House in Oxford, Green Park in Aston Clinton, and 
Woodrow High House in Amersham. The venue for 1993 
is yet to be decided but the dates are April 2-4. For more 
details ring Peter Ball on 0856 244566. 


THE BIGGEST AND 

THE BEST 

SiLT^RDAT 

At 

Wellesbourne Airfield, 
Wellesbourne, 

Nr Stratford-upon-Avon 

Two miles from Junction 1 3 M40 

OVER 500 STALLS 

OPEN 9am-4pm 

Every Saturday throughout the year. 

liiiu thU Mid you wilt mu a ba^aiu 
of a lifetime! 

ALL GOODS GUARANTEED! 

For all enquiries telephone: 

0424 753272 or 0831 559559 


ADVERTISEMENT 


ARTHUR RATHBONE 
KITCHENS LTD 


WIN A £5*000 

LUXURY FITTED KITCHEN 

Plus 15 runner-up prizes! 

1 Winner: 80% OFF fully fitted kitchen 
4 Winners: 50% OFF fully fitted kitchen 
10 Winners: 40% OFF fully fitted kitchen 

RULES 

1 . Applicants must be aged 1 8 or over 

2. Judges decision is final 

3. No correspondence will be entered into 

4. This competition is not open to employees of this newspaper or all associated companies 
WORDSEARCH: 

To enter - simply find ten words hidden in the Wordsearch block and send your entry form to the address below 


Arthur Rathbone Kitchens 

Old Bancroft Buildings, Kingham Way, Off Reginald Street, Luton LU2 7RQ 
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7 f&i 

O PEOPLE 

UDING FLIGHKE 


ALL YOU HAVE TO DO TO ENTER OUR 
COMPETITION IS CIRCLE THE 8 DIFERENCES 
IN PICTURE B AND SEND IT TO THE ADDRESS BELOW 


1,000’s OF CONSOLATION PRIZES TO GIVE AWAY OF 
ONE WEEK’S FREE HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION IN A 
LUXURY VILLA OR APARTMENT, IN ANY ONE OF THE 
FOLLOWING RESORTS FOR A FAMILY 
OF 2-4 PEOPLE 


* Closing date for entries February 1st 1993 

* All winners will be notified by 5th June 1993 

* The winner will be the first correct entry drawn 

' Employees of Premier International are not eligible for entry 

’ All winners are subject to Premier International Terms & 
Conditions 

* With every party travelling, one member must be between 
the ages of 25 and 65 

* All flights booked with us subject to availability 

* All children travelling must be accompanied by a legal 
guardian 

' All prize winners will be charged an Administration and 
Disbursement Fee of £10 per person travelling 

" Our decision is final and no correspondence will be entered 
into 

Please send your entry to: PREMIER INTERNATIONAL, 

Wesley Place, Silsden, Nr. Keighley, 

West Yorkshire BD20 OPH. 

Telephone: (0535) 657080 


Name 


Phone No. 


DOOR 
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iltem s Manor 

Tor retired & elderly 
era Heights, Bourne End 


tTR€ DOOR 


:t House Rest Home 

lendrick Road, Reading 
ious surroundings where 
rats are treated as guests, 
ilies &. friends are made 
welcome. 

ere is privacy as well as 
companionship. 
y amenities are available. 

1 & elderly folk welcomed 
d caringly looked after, 
help and advice telephone 
Mrs Barar, RGN 
0628 528676 
0734 867735 


iALET HOTEL 

ntnor, Isle of Wight 

lily hotel 50 yards from the 
h, superb sea views. Plenty 
ne cooking. Dinner, bed and 
II English breakfast from 


★ A Question of Caring 

★ Retirement 

★ Holidays 

ir Bridal Belles 

ir Coping with Bereavement 

if Your Home and Garden 

★ Whats On 

ARE ALL ADVERTISING FEATURES 
WHICH WILL APPEAR MONTHLY 
IN 


fftTlie DOOR 


Starting February 1993 
For more details telephone: 


£110 per week 

Bduced rates for children 
k Some en- suite rooms 
★ Tea making facilities 
★ Colour TV 
or further details contact: 
MRS LITTLE on 

N (0983) 852285 


(0865) 880505 

and ask for DAVID HOLDEN 



IEADLANDS HOTEL AA/RAC** 

Asliley Courtenay and Les Rou tiers recommended 

ENJOY A SHORT BREAK 

ere Snowdonia meets the sea. Superb views and renowned cuisine 
Ideal for busy churchworkers Monday - Friday £112.00 
ignificent views of sea and Snowdonia, relax and enjoy Headlands, quiet elegance 
Telephone today for a brochure Llandudno (0492) 877485. 


Fluxton Farm Hotel 

Ottery St Mary 
Devon 
EX11 1RJ 
T*h 0404 812818 

prietors: Ann and Mauric e Forth AA Listed 

All double rooms are en-suite. 

Three nights or more charged pro rata of weekly rate. 
Children sharing with two adults, over 5, half adult price. 
Teasmades are provided in all rooms at no extra charge. 

TV available in bedrooms at small extra charge. 

We are animal lover with lots of cats and poultry of our own. 

We look forward to the pleasure of your compay. 



THE BIG 
CHOICE FOR 
WEEKEND 
BREAKS 


Value for money. 
Christian Based Weekends from 


PENTRENANT HALL 

Quality accommodation in a beautiful 
Country House for up to 53 people 
ideal for youth holidays or retreats in 
a quiet rural location on Welsh 
Border. Various recreational facilities 
available on site including swimming 
pool, volleyball, putting etc. 
Competitive terms for 1992. 

Further Details: Peter Rees, 
Pentrenant Hall, Churchstoke, 
Montgomery, Powys SY15 6TG or 
Tel: 0588 620450/620505 


WORLDWIDE 
★ TRAVEL ★ 


Exclusive low fares for 
Missionary Societies, Churches 
and independent Travellers from 
appointed RAPTIM Agent. 

KEY TRAVEL 

94-96 Eversholt Street. 
London NW1 IBP. 

Tel: 071 387 4933 
ABTA* LATA* Fax: 071 387 1090 


FLORIDA 

TO RENT: LUXURY 4-BEDROOM VILLA 

- a large bly self contained vila 

- private heated arimming pod 

- My ar conditioned 

- master bedroom wifi en-suite roman 
bathroom 

- new property, built April 1 992 

- approximately 1/4 aae gardens 

- secluded and wooded location 

- communal tennis oourts 

- communal swimming pod (in addition to 
private pool) 

- dose to major a tt a ebons (Disney World, Sea 
World, Universal Studios, eto) 

PLEASE PHONE: 

0344 - 28475 

EVENINGS PREFERRED 


Request your jidl-colour brochure now! 

(0604) 32792 



HOLIDAY AND 
CONFERENCE CENTRES 

Situated in the most beautiful areas of Britain 

U CONWY ■ CORNWALL ■ LAKE DISTRICT ■ 
I ISLE OF WIGHT ■ SALTBURN ■ NORFOLK ■ 
■ MANY 'SPECIAL INTEREST' WEEKS ■ 

the Centres are ideal for: 

Family/Church Holidays: Conferences 
Mid-week Breaks: Coach Holidays 

For details and literature contact: 

Mr A Cumiskey, CE Holiday/Conference Centres 
4 Tree Tops Avenue, Holcombe Brook, Bury BLO 9RJ 

" 0204 882802 

SPECIAL OFFER FOUR DAY HOLIDAY bom only £75 


DERBYSHIRE 

GLENCORCY CENTRE 

Offers self catering 
accommodation for up to 30 
people. Situated in a small town 
surrounded by lovely country- 
side. There are many places of 
interest within easy reach. 

It is ideal for church groups. 
For further details contact 
Wirksworth URC, Colwell 
St, Wirksworth, Derbyshire 
Telephone 0629 824323 


HEALEY MILL 

Christian Holiday Centre in 
the Yorkshire Dales 


Former mill complex near 
Masham, tastefully converted 
into self-catering holiday 
accommodation. Facilities for 
groups of up to 26, games 
room, TV, laundry. 


Send sae for brochure to: 
Jean Dawson, Dept DR, 
The Bam, Healey, Mash am, 
Vttpo* r North Yorks 
Tel: 0765 689774 


BEDDGELERT 

FOREST 



ocrc 

THE OXFORD 
CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE 
FOR COUNSELLING. 


Campsite and Camping Ground 
Forest Enterprise, Beddgelert 
Gwynedd LL55 4UU 
Tel: (076 686) 288 

AA UK Camp Site of the Year 1988 

Camping among the trees in a forest/woodland 
environment. Situated in the heart of Snowdonia 
National Park, 5 miles south-west of Snowdon - 
climbing, fishing. Easy access to North Wales 
beaches, Caernarfon Castle, Bortmerion Italian-style 
village, Ffestiniog Railway. Facilities include flush 
toilets, hot and cold water, shower, phone coin boxes, 
shop and cafe, level pitches, electric hook-ups, fire 
precautions, resident warden. 

Open all year round. Reduced rates in Winter. 
Charges on applicaton from the Warden. No advance 
booking. 


ONE THING 
NEEDFUL? 

Do you work in a caring roll in 
the NHS, Social Services, or 
a voluntary agency? 

OCIC invites you to join a 
new group which will explore 
how our faith as Christians of 
all traditions can be 
developed as a resource. 

We intend this to be an 
opportunity for personal 
reflection and mutual 
appraisal of working practice 
and relationships. 

For further details 
please write to 

OCIC (AS), 

1 1 Norham Gardens, 
Oxford OX2 6PS 


r SUMMER HOLIDAYS FRANCE AND SPAIN' 

★ ★ ALL YEAR ROUND ★ ★ 

Luxury mobile homes. Mediterranean coast, swimming pools, 
restaurant, supermarket etc. 

Ferries - Flights and Insurance arranged. 

ALSO MOBILE HOME SALES ABROAD 

For details: 

G. F. Treherae, TRECARESE HOLIDAYS 
Tel: (0865) 820165 (24 Hour Answerphone) 


OUR NEXT “HOLIDAYS” FEATURE IS IN THE 
FEBRUARY EDITION OF 
“THE DOOR” 

To advertise 
Telephone 

David Holden on (0865) 880505 NOW!! 


isium 

THE HOLY LAND 

join St Catherine’s Church 
Bournemouth 
Special Pilgrimage 
3-16 June 1993 

£885.00 

Titan Travel Groups 

0737 760033 


I 

ABTA 





* * 


n/pidioortfvu 

rrc o u RT— / 


Highlight Features: 

Indoor Pool 
Sauna 
Solarium 
Steam tub 
Outdoor Pool 
Gym 




Pets welcome 


100 acres of 
parkland 


For brochure please contact: 

The Manager, Widworthy Court, Wilmington, Nr. Honiton, Devon. EX14 9JN Tel: 0683-744845 

Autumn Breaks Specials 



Autumn Break 





Accommodation & Evening Meal 


iigMeaT^ 


For those who 
enjoy the freedom 
of self-catering 
we are delighted to 
offer a discount of 
25% off our 
printed rates 

♦Not including the weeks 
commencing 19 and 26 December. 


Untie yourself from the 
kitchen, and enjoy all our 
facilities along with the 
freedom of your own well- 
equipped cottage or 
apartment < 

For only £175 per person 
per week* we can offer you 
accommodation along with 
a fine evening meal served 
in our pool-side restaurant 


iSIjriotmos bookings non* being token 

• 
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life changed in 1992...’ 


Anne Ballard 


It was June 7, Pentecost, 
and suddenly life took on a 
new meaning: “The minibus 
was out of control. It danced 
across hurtling traffic and 
down a 40 foot-deep tree- 
lined ravine. I heard the 
words: 'Because you have 
made the Lord your 
refuge... He will give His an- 
gels charge over you to guard 
you in all your ways'. After- 
wards, onlookers kept ex- 
claiming: 'It's a miracle, you 
shouldn't be alive!’ ” 

Anne and her Mends were 
on their way back from a 
walking weekend in Wales 
when the accident hap- 
pened. Her sister is still re- 
covering from a fractured 
skull, and Anne is undergo- 
ing surgery on her shoulder 
this month. The Mends in- 
clude two Anglicans, one 
Methodist and six Roman 
Catholics. “We have all be- 
come very close, supporting 
one another through the af- 
termath,'' says Anne. “It was 
a life or death experience 



that really brought me back 
to knowing that God is in 
the middle of all things.” 
The Revd Anne-Christina 
Ballard, a graduate of the 
Royal Academy ofMusic and 
former student of Wyclifte 
Hall, Oxford, was one of the 
first female deacons to be 
appointed in the Chichester 
Diocese. She is now chap- 
lain at the Royal College of 
Music and Imperial College 
London, and takes up her 
new post as the first woman 
precentor of Christ Church 
Cathedral, Oxford on Feb- 
ruary 1, 1993. 


Tony Hunter 



For eleven years from 1981 until 
January 1992, Tom Hunter wor- 
shipped in a small room in the 
Milton Keynes County Library. 
Then, the Church of Christ the 
Cornerstone was opened. 


“It has changed our lives com- 
pletely,” says Tom. “The con- 
gregation is two or three times 
the size it was, and I have been 
involved in welcoming people 
to the church and acting as a tour 
guide. Something new seems to 
happen every week!” 

Tom is the church’s historian 
and has just finished writing a 
guide book which is available in 
Domus, the church’s bookshop. 
Christ the Cornerstone at Milton 
Keynes is an interdenomination- 
al church bringing together the 
Church of England, the Baptist 
Union, the Methodist Church, 
the United Reformed Church and 
the Roman Catholic Church. 


\ 

★ goo'D weWs / 


*In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was urith 
god, and the Word was god. ‘The same was in the 
beginning with god. ACC things were made by TCim and 
without Utim was not anything made that was made:. In 
HCim was Cife and the Cife was the Cight of men. * 

John l.w 1-4 


Seeking life out of despair 



Roy Scott pictured with his late wife, Hilary 


I wonder whether God gets very 
frustrated with me — I really 
am so difficult to teach; he really 
has to hit me with the most almighty 
sledge-hammer, and even then I still 
fail to get the message. A hopeless case 
me; I sleep through it all. 

But what an amazing experience life 
is. We got married in a hurry, so we 
didn’t have time to chicken out. Hilary 
had been honest about it: she told me 
that depression had tormented her. 
But that was unfamiliar ground for 
me, and I figured that I would change 
all that and make her happy. The 
marriage and the promise of security 
was all that was needed. 

It didn’t work like that. I was com- 
pletely out of my depth. The depres- 
sions returned, and I could never un- 
derstand them. They made fife a mis- 
ery and a hell for both of us. We truly 
suffered years of despair. But some- 
how we did stay together: the pain tore 
at my soul, and it must have been 
worse for Hilary, and no one really 
understood. For sure, it brought us to 
God: not with any sense of rapture, joy 
or confidence but with great helpless- 
ness. We needed so much that fight 
that shines in the darkness . 

Of course it wasn't always misery. 
There were times which were not quite 
like that, when I learnt how to forget 
the badness of fife and try to get on 
with other things. 

Cancer 

Towards the end we experienced heal- 
ing. That was breathtaking. They told 
her that the cancer had spread, and 
she might expect only weeks of fife. 
Somehow, it changed everything. Life 
became so precious a gift, each mo- 
ment offered even more chance to be 
healed. The cancer was a body prob- 
lem: healing was at a much deeper 
level, in the depths of the sprnt. The 
last months became an extraordinary 
joy, though mixed still with pain be- 
cause this was the sweet experience of 
love which had eluded us. What a 
tragic joy. 

Hilary came to death with a great 
sense of assurance and faith. She had 
been healed and knew it. Of course, I 
pretended that death would never hap- 
pen, but it did. It felt like a very holy 
thing, as though we were surrounded 
by angels. 

Goodbye to God 

But bereavement is a ghastly experi- 
ence. I was alright for a while, but it 
got worse. The despairing loneliness. 


The disappearance of any safe ground 
— the end of reality. Goodbye to God, 
as well as goodbye Hilary. 

Holding on to faith became impossi- 
ble for me. I lost it all, and just couldn’t 
believe. It was nothing to do with blam- 
ing God, or deciding that God was some- 
thing unacceptable. On the contrary, I 
desperately wanted and needed God 
but it was a struggle being sure of his 
presence. 

Emptiness 

But God did hold my hand even then, 
as he had before in the despair of Hi- 
lary's depressions and anger. God was 
very present at least at the Eucharist, 
though it seemed not at many other 
times. For me, it was a time to hold on 
to all the support I could get. At least 
hang on to the religious gestures even 
if that is all they seem to be. Pray. 
Receive the blessed Sacrament. Pray. 
It was not easy, and I didn’t like the 
emptiness one tiny little bit. Losing 
God actually became worse than losing 
Hilary. 

I tried to approach God intellectually, 
I suppose in a mental search for evi- 
dence just so that I could be sure. But 
academic studies didn't really help; all 
the terrible uncertainty was still there. 

As well as God's own grace, it was one 
or two Mends who really helped to save 
me from total despair. They, of course, 
wouldn't know this: they would think 
their contribution minuscule. But some- 
times all you need is someone there by 


you, as a reassurance that you your- 
self are aMght. And to confirm that 
the way to God is from weakness in a 
sincere childlike trust. 

Throne of heaven 

I feel stronger now. My doubts have 
gone, at least for now. And God is 
teaching me how to hold on to him, not 
to expect to hold on to others. More 
pain, more uncertainty and insecuri- 
ty about myself. But I think maybe 
Fm getting there. Perhaps I will be 
aMght. 

So, I can reflect what an amazing 
lesson fife is. Suffering and pain are 
an unwelcome but essential part of 
the process which leads us away from 
our imagined physical needs and into 
the realms of the soul where God 
needs first be found. From that aware- 
ness of our true being, we certainly 
return into the sensual world with 
some sort of burning desire to hold on 
to others, to reassure them, to share. 
Was that shining experience viewed 
from the depths of despair a glimpse 
of the throne of heaven? 

After today's Communion, the ASB 
'postcommunion sentence' was: “By 
faith Abraham obeyed the call of God, 
and set out not knowing where he was 
going, and came to the promised land” 
(Hebrews 11:8). Not a bad motto, I 
think, as an unknown future beckons. 

Roy Scott 

Roy Scott is a member of St Mary's 
Church, Charlbury. 


GIVES YOU TRIPLE GLAZING SAVINGS AT DOUBLE GLAZING COSTS 


Why 

Paragon Windows 
use advanced 
Pilkington K Glass 
to reduce your fuel 
bill by as much as 
39% more than 
ordinary 
Double Glazing 


You can now have the first double 
glazing to be officially classified as 
triple glazing. This advanced 
Pilkington K glass has a special 
metallic layer that actually reflects heat 
back into your home and converts the 
sun's rays into heat, even on dull 
days. Pilkington K glass works 70% 
better than single glazing, 39% better 
than ordinary double glazing. 

Paragon Windows now fit Pilkington K 
glass as standard on all replacement 
windows and doors, and, because the 
Glass temperature is warmer you can 
turn your heating thermostat down by 
1 or 2 degrees and still be just as 
comfortable, saving you money and 
yet costing the same as ordinary 
double glazing. 
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OLD 

Ordinary double 
glazing cuts heat 
loss 


NEW 

Many companies offer 
double glazing fitted 
with Argon gas, which is 
marginally better 


NEWEST 

Pilkington K Glass performs 
at least 30% better than gas 
filled double glazing. 
Paragon fit Pilkington K- 
Glass as standard on all 
replacement windows and 
doors 


PARAGON WINDOWS 


ANY SIZE 

uPVC windows, doors and patio doors, double glazed, fully fitted 28 mm units, 2 
openings per window, multi-point lockings, fully reinforced, 10 year warranty 

1 Window £420* 5 Windows £1,660* 

2 Windows £750* 6 Windows .£1,900* 

3 Windows £1,080* 7 Windows £2,150* 

4 Windows £1,370* 8 Windows £2,400* 

4 Pius VAT and subject to survey 

- - No deposit required 

WP* 



For more information telephone: 

0993 868791 

* Offer excludes Bows and Bays * Insurance backed 10 year guarantee* 
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# Services # Carols # Bazaars # Drama # Concerts # Courses 


A Crossword 
for Christmas 

ACROSS DOWN 


CHRIST CHURCH 
CATHEDRAL OXFORD 

Sunday Services: 8am Holy Com- 
munion. 10am Matins. 11.15am 
Sung Eucharist. 6pm Evensong. 
Weekdays: 7.15am Matins. 7.35am 
Holy Communion. 6pm Evensong 
(Thursdays Evensong 5.35pm and 
Sung Eucharist 6pm). Christmas 
Services: Thu Dec 24: Carol service 
3pm. Fri Dec 25: 8am Communion. 
10am Matins. Preacher, the Bishop 
of Oxford. 1 1. 15am Sung Eucharist. 
Preacher, the Dean. 6pm Said Even- 
song. 

SPIRIT LEVEL is broadcast 
every Sunday morning between 7 am 
and 9am on BBC Radio Oxford 
(95.2FM). The programme features 
music, news and views from local 
churches. Thought For the Day may 
be heard each weekday morning at 
7.57am in the Oxford AM pro- 
gramme. 

DECEMBER 

Christmas Fairs 
and Bazaars 

Sat 5 READING. Christmas Fair 
at St Agnes Church, Northumber- 
land Ave, Whitley. Dancing, stalls 
and Father Christmas. Details 0734 
876177. 

Sat 5 ISLIP. Three parishes Christ- 
mas Fair in Islip Village Hall from 
2pm. Potted bulbs, plants, home- 
made cakes, jams, chutneys and gift 
stalls. 

Sat 5 TUBNEY. Christmas Bazaar 
2pm in Tubney Church (on A420). 
Cakes, gifts, raffle and refreshments. 
Proceeds church funds. 

Courses 

Sun 1 - Tue 3 WANTAGE. Retreat 
for the deaf and hard of hearing at St 
Mary’s Convent. Telephone 02357 
60170. 

Thu 3 OXFORD. One day course on 
The Church in Uniting Germany at 
the Oxford Centre for Mission Stud- 
ies, St Philip and St James Church, 
Woodstock Road 10.30am-4.30pm. 
Cost £20, students and unwaged £5. 
Lunch available at £5. Revd Herbert 
Meissner, director of the Protestant 
Alliance for World Mission, Germa- 
ny. Details: 0865 56071. 

Sat 5 SUTTON COURTENAY. 
Spiritual Values and Economic Val- 
ues: a seminar with James Robert- 
son and Bishop Stephen Vemey at 
The Abbey. Tel. 0235 847401. 

Sat 5 HIGH WYCOMBE. Advent 
Reflections in Painting and Prayer: 
a one-day course from 10am -4pm at 
St James’ Church, Plomer Hill, 
Downley led by Revd Bruce Driver, 
Vicar of St Mary’s Rickmansworth. 
No expertise required, materials 
provided. Take own lunch. Cost £10. 
Contact Chiltem Christian Train- 
ing Programme on 024 027 550. 

Exhibition 

Tue 8 - Thu 10 OXFORD. Commu- 
nity arts exhibition at St Mary’s 
Church, Garsington, linking the lives 
of people in Oxford and Guatemala. 
Details: Marion Pocock0865 245735. 

Nativity Plays and dramas 

Tue 1, Wed 2, Thu 3 WELWYN 
GARDEN CITY. Footprints 
Theatre Company performs 
Christmas Pantomime: Giovanni’s 
Gift, set in Medieval Italy.Tickets 
£4.50 Concessions £3. Ring Campus 


West Theatre 0707 332880 or Liz 
Leonard of Footprints on 0602 
586554. 

Sat 12, Sun 13 HOOK NORTON. 

Nativity tableaux at St Peter’s 
Church. 4pm Saturday and 6.30pm 
Sunday. 

Thu 17, Fri 18, Sat 19 and Sun 20 
ALDERMASTON. York Nativity 
Play in St Mary’s parish church at 
8pm on Thu and Fri and 7pm on Sat 
and Sim. Free tickets from Mr Dol- 
phin 0734 712530. Retiring collec- 
tion to be divided between church 
fabric fund and a charity. 

Tue 22 ASHBURY. ‘Stations of 
the Nativity’ re-enacted in the 
streets of Ashbury. Meet 6pm at the 
village cross-roads and follow the 
story of the nativity to the pub and 
a bam. Parts played by parishion- 
ers include real shepherds and a 
newly married couple. 

Mon 21, Tue 22, Wed 23 THAME. * 
Nativity Play in St Mary’s Church 
at 8pm. Tickets £2.50, £1.25 con- 
cessions. For more information ring 
Mary Pritchard on Haddenham 291 
324. 

Carol Services 
Sun 13 NEWBURY. Christingle 
service 3pm at the Community Cen- 
tre, Nightingales hosted by St ( 
Mary’s Church, Greenham. All wel- 
come. Bring the family. Refresh- 
ments. Details: Revd Francis Can- 
ham 0635 41075. 

Tue 15 MILTON KEYNES. Com- 
munity carol service at Christ the 
Cornerstone 7pm. Organised by the 
Spastics Society, McIntyre Homes 
and the Thames Valley Police. Mu- 
sic by the Thames Valley Police 
Silver Band. All welcome. 

Sat 19 EAST SHEFFORD. Can- 
dle-lit carol service at St Thomas’ 
Church 3pm. All welcome. 

Tue 22 READING STATION. 
Carols 4.30pm with Churches To- 
gether in Reading. 

Fri 25 COOKHAM. Traditional 
carols and readings by candle-light 
in Holy Trinity Church 6.30pm. 
Come early to get a seat 

Music and Concerts 

Sun 6 MILTON KEYNES. Con- 
cert by the Guild Singers in the 
evening at the Cross and Stable 
Church, Downs Bam. Details: Mr B 
Newman 0908 668347. 

Sat 12 HENLEY. Concert at 8pm 
in St Mary’s Church: the Henley 
Choral Society with the Elgar Or- 
chestra conducted by Christopher 
Walker: will include Bach’s Mag- 
nificat and Suite No 3 in B and 
Handel’s Let they hand be Strength- 
ened. Tickets £5 (children £3) from 
Bell Bookshop, or on the door. For 
more information tel: Henley 

576918. 

Sat 12 WINKFIELD. An evening 
of Christmas music in St Mary’s 
Church at 7.30pm. Singing led by 
the Cameo Singers and music by 
the Salvation Army Band. Mince 
pies and other seasonal refresh- 
ments. Details Brian Cox 0344 
882624. Also contact Brian if you 
would like to be involved with an 
‘all-comers’ performance of Han- 
del's Messiah on April 3 next year. 
Sat 12 WINDSOR. Concert of 
Christmas Carols by Windsor’s Roy- 
al Free Singers at the United Re- 
form Church, William Street 
7.30pm. Refreshements served. 
Free entry but any proceeds will go 


I . A Bishop 

7. Age 

8. A Pope 

9. Where Daniel met 8 

10. Household god 

I I . Opposite of downs 
14. A Wednesday 

16. Close 

17. Regret 

18. Genetic blueprint 

19. An afterthought 

20. No room for Jesus 

21 . Getting slower 

.22. Large building outside 
Birmingham 

23. One (Scots) 

24. - love hath no man 


the Home Alarms for local elderly 
people, and church funds. 

Tue 15 ETON. Royal Free Singers 
with Windsor and Eton Operatic 
Society at a carol concert given be 
the Rotary Club of St George, Wind- 
sor. Eton School Hall 8pm. Tickets 
£5 from Anne Ayres 0753 855173. 

Miscellaneous 

Tue 1 - Thu 3 WANTAGE. Retreat 
for the deaf and hard of hearing at St 
Mary’s Convent led by Sister Lynne 
CSMV. Tel: 02357 60170. 


1 . Overflowing 

2. Anger 

3. Container 

4. Total 

5. Culprit (Latin) 

6. Another Bishop! 

12. Town on NW outskirts 
of London 

13. Not a Biblical meeting 

14. The ark’s resting place 

15. Lying on the back 

%The Christmas Crossword 
was compiled by Cedric 
Reavley of Burford. The 
answers can be found on 
page 9. 


Sun 6 PIDDINGTON. Children’s 
service for St Nicholastide 10.30am 
at St Nicholas’ Church. Address by 
Roger Fray, Diocesan Children’s Of- 
ficer. Proceeds to Helen House. 
Tue 8 OXFORD. Council of Chris- 
tians and Jews: Present and Fu- 
ture. A lecture by Michael Latham, 
director of CCJ at St Andrew’s 
Church, Linton Road 8pm. Details: 
Peter Ferrer 0993 812 888. 

Sun 13 CHARLBURY. Said Even- 
song 6pm and Taiz6 service 6.30pm 
in St Mary’s Church. 


JANUARY 

Sun 10 MAIDENHEAD. First re- 
hearsal for Pirates in Taplow, a 
music project which will raise mon- 
ey for the St Nicholas Church ap- 
peal. The actual performance is Sat 
13 February 1993 at 7.30pm, but 
Mrs Gillian Dibden is now looking 
for anyone who wants to join in, 
either as audience or singer. If you 
have the score of Gilbert and Sulli- 
van’s Pirates of Penzance, take it 
along. Contact Mrs Dibden at 
Taplow Rectory on 0628 661182. 
Mon 1 1 AYLESBURY. Caring and 
Sharing in Hospital Ministry. First 
of seven courses held at Stoke Man- 
deville Hospital 7.45 - 9.30pm. To 
deepen awareness of needs of pa- 
tients and explore ministry as lay 
Chaplaincy Visitor. Cost £20. Con- 
tact Chiltem Christian Training 
Programme 024 027 550. 

Sat 16 SHAW-cum-DONNING- 
TON. Reading Phoenix Choir at St 
Mary’s Church 7.30pm. Tickets £5 
concessions £3 at the door or from 
Ernest Holloway on Newbury 3 197 3 
or Frank Huxtable Newbury 
268450. 

Mon 18 WENDOVER. First of 12 
courses on Reading the Greek New 
Testament with Revd Harold Hes- 
lop. Contact Chiltem Christian 
Training 024 027 550. 

Fri 22, Sat 23 STEEPLE 


The BISHOP of OXFORD 

The Rt Revd Richard Harries, 
Diocesan Church House North 
Hinksey, Oxford OX2 ONB. Tel: 
Oxford (0865) 244566. 

AREA BISHOPS AND 
ARCHDEACONS: 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE: The Rt 
Revd Simon Burrows, Bishop of 
Buckingham, Sheridans, Grimms 
Hill, Great Missenden, Bucks, 
HP16 9BD. Tel: 024 062173. 
Archdeacon: The Ven John 
Morrison, 60 Wendover Rd, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP21 9LW. 
Tel: 0296 23269 


BARTON. Amahl and the Night 
Visitors in St Mary’s Church 8pm. 
For details see advertisement page 
15, or ring 0869 40510. 

Sat 23 NEWBURY. Evangelistic 
Meeting led by the Newbury praise 
group Cornerstone at St Mary’s 
Church, New Rd, Greenham. Speak- 
er Revd David Winter. Details: 
Revd Francis Canham 0635 41075. 
Sat 30 OXFORD. The Politics of 
Peace: the importance of forgive- 
ness in relation to justice, repent- 
ance and healing in the world. 
Speaker Brian Frost. Tuition: £18. 
From 10am - 4. 15pm at WK Kellogg 
House, 92 Woodstock Road. Details: 
Canon Vincent Strudwick Oxford 
244566. 

NOTICES 

Help with reading wanted by 95- 
year old lady in Oxford. She says 
she only reads theology, so is look- 
ing for a retired clergyman or wom- 
an reader. Petrol expenses would 
be refunded. Ring The DOOR if you 
can help. 

Electric organ free to good home! 
Large Yamaha 2-keyboard organ 
with pedals and stool in excellent 
condition. Details: Liz or Chris 0494 
529179. 

Pews wanted. Three or four church 
pews wanted for domestic use. Will 
collect. Contact William Purcell 
0865 725233. 


Oxfordshire: The Rt Revd 
Anthony Russell, Bishop of 
Dorchester, Holmby House, 
Sibford Ferris, Banbury, Oxoa 
OX15 5RG. 

Archdeacon: The Ven Frank 
Weston, Christ Church, Oxford 
OXl IDP.Tel: 0865 276185. 
Berkshire: The Rt Revd John 
Bone, Bishop of Reading, 
Greenbauks, Old Bath Road, 
Sonning, Reading RG1 0SY. Tel 
0734 692187. 

Archdeacon: The Ven Michael 
Hill, Foxglove House, Love Lane, 
Donnington, Newbury RG182JG. 



Local Radio 

BBC RADIO OXFORD (FM95.2. AM 1485 kHs/202M). Sundays 7-9am: Spirit 
Level, a Christian magazine programme with news of events in local parishes. 
Monday to Friday 7.55am: Topical Thought. Sundays 7.50am: Thought for Sunday. 
Christmas Day: 8.50am Christmas Message from Bishop Richard. 

12- lpm Carols and Lessons from Grey friars Hall. The congregations of three 
churches, Greyfriar’s Hall, St Mary and St John’s and St Alban’s, Cowley, join 
together with Fr Paschal and Fr Martin Flatman for an hour-long celebration. 

Sunday 27 December: 7-9am: Spirit Level with a Christmas Flavour. Special 
edition with carol requests and dedications from listeners. Special guests, 
competition and ‘The Donkey’s Story’ read by author Peter Tickler. 

BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE (104. 1FM 95.4FM). Sundays 7-9am Sunday Signpost 
with Chris Loosemore. 

BBC RADIO BEDFORDSHIRE (630 kHz 103.8FM 104.5FM). Sundays 7-9am 
Melting Pot. Religious magazine programme with Barry Amis. 

Christmas Day: 6-9am The Spirit of Christmas: three hours of news, talk and music 
with Barry Amis. 

Sunday 27 December 7-9am: Pick of the Year from Melting Pot: a look back at 
1992 highlight, including dedication of Christ the Cornerstone, Milton Keynes. 

BBC RADIO NORTHAMPTON (104.2FM). Sundays 7.30-9am Saint on Sunday 
covers local, national and international stories through Christian eyes. David Saint. 
Christmas Day: Celebration of Christmas at 10am, repeated 11am on Boxing Day. 
RADIO CRACKER TILEHURST. (103.6FM) Charity station on air from 
November 28 7am - 11pm, then linked up with another Cracker station in Harrow 
for 24-hour broadcasting.Phone in your requests to Station manager Eric Curling on 
0734 455055. 

RADIO CRACKER AMERSHAM and CHESHAM. (100. 4 FM) As above and 
broadcasting from November 28 - .December 24 round the clock . Help raise money 
by phoning requests to station manager Tim Stone on 0494 432093 or 0494 772244. 

Who’s Who in the Diocese 


CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS 


JZmafd and the Otyfit Visitors 

A one act Epiphany Opera at St Mary’s 
Church, Steeple Barton at 8.00pm on 

Friday, Saturday Jan 22 and 23 
Tickets £3.00 (£2.00 concessions) 

Available from The Rectory, 
Westcote Barton 
Tel: 0869 40510 

(Ansaphone) or at the door on the night 


FOR SALE. Second-hand Hymn 
Books. Ancient and Modern, 
Standard Edition. Tel: 0491 638502. 


AMERSHAM ON THE HILL. 

Sunday, December 20th at 2.30pm, 
St.~i\Aichael's Congregation will affirm 
ttwir vtatu., o^.aoient with Bishop 
Simon at a Eucharist ai w».»ck the 
preacher will be Bishop Robin Smith 
and also at which Brian Griffiths will 
preside and celebrate the Fortieth 
Anniversary of his Ordination to the 
Priesthood. Friends will be welcome. 


EXPERIENCED 

PA TYPIST 

wanted for Christian Author. 
Interesting display work. Must 
have own computer and Stage ill 
Qualifications. Hours to suit. 
Tel : Tanya 

Oxford 881623 


DAVID J HERRING, Pipe organ, Har- 
monium and Piano Repairer and 
Tuner. Est. 18 Years. Tel 0865 
874590. 


Are you producing 
Christian Art? 

I will shortly be investigating the 
Use of Contemporary Religious Art 
in Eductation and would 

welcome the opportunity «ee ypur 
work. 

.Tel: 0734 583221 


HARNHELL CENTRE OF 
CHRISTIAN HEALING 

The oentre provides training courses, 
quiet days, teaching, twice weekly 
healing services, and residential stays 
with opportunities for prayer and 
counselling. 

For programme until end May 1993 or 
further details apply: 

The Secretary, Hamhill Manor, 
Cirencester, Glos GL7 5PX. 
Tel: Cirencester (0285) 850283 


WANTED: The Second Book of 
Homilies. Please state edition, price 
and condition. Tel: 0734 832414. 


AUTHORS 

Let us publish your book. 

Most subjects considered, 
including religion, memoirs, 
poems and first books. 

AVON BOOKS (TD) 

^uhxey House, 83/85 Bridge Road, 
East Molescy, Surrey KT8 9HH. 

Member Association of Christian BooiMt^m. 


LITTLE ACRES 

Family Grave Care 
and Restoration. 

Planned care visits. Buget 
payment schemes. 

Free inspections. 

NO OBLIGATION 

Tel: (0488)58829 


CANDLE ENDS WANTED. 

Delivered if possible St Mary’s 
Convent, Denchworth Road, 
Wantage, OX12 9DJ. 02357 3141, 
Sister Sheila Mary. 

PART-TIME Personal Voluntary 
Assistant/Secretary wanted tor 
Christian Charitable Trust. 
Knowledge of word processing and 
good telephone manner essential. 
Expenses paid. Hours negotiable. 
Possibly small remuneration. Tel: 
Oxford 511284. 


AUTHORS 

All subjects considered for 
co-partnership publication. 

A complete professional service from 
MS to bookshop shelf. 

Write (without obligation) to: 

JANUS PUBLISHING COMPANY 

Dept. 4, Duke House, 37 Duke 
Street, London W1M 5DF 


EXPERIENCED CARERS of frail 
elderly in their own homes, 24-hour 
service, very reasonable rates. Free 
consultation. References available. 
Tel: Joan Leach or Jean Roberts on 
Abingdon (0235) 523496. 


DAVID WASLEY M.A. ATC AMGP 
ARTIST IN STAINED GLASS. CON- 
SERVATOR and FERRAMENTA 
specialist. Tel: 0494 523978. Somer- 
set House, 145 London Road, High 
Wycombe, Bucks HP 11 1BT. 


AUTHORS 

YOUR BOOK PUBLISHED 

All subjects including Memoirs, 
Religion, Poetry, Children's Stories and 
Fiction. New authors welcome. 
Write for details to: 

ADELPHI PRESS (Dept. A. 24) 
4/6 Effle Road, London SW6 1TD 


QUALIFIED CARER. With extensive 
rehabilitation experience for work with 
handicapped children/adults. Week- 
end/weekdays. Tel: 0296 748722 
T ues/Thurs or before 9am, after 5pm. 


FRAMING 

Pictures, Tapestries, Embroidery, 
Certificates, Mirrors framed to 
suit your requirements. 

For further details contact: 
Derek Pepper, Bell Cottage, Bell 
Lane, Brightwell-cum-Sotwell, 
Wallingford, Oxon OXl 0 0QD or 
Phone 0491 39228 
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A house called Helen 


W hen you first visit Helen 
House in the grounds 
of All Saints Convent, 
East Oxford, it seems unexpect- 
edly small. With its bright red 
entrance doors, garden swing seat 
and Tish the dog to welcome you 
into the sunny entrance hall, it 
might be a beautiful country house 
rather than a hospice with a world- 
wide reputation for all that is best 
in the care of chronically sick 
children and their families. 

It was in 1981 that Mother 
Frances Dominica, then mother 
superior of the Anglican convent 
just across the garden, first of- 
fered to take Helen Worswick 
into All Saints to give her parents 
a break from the 24-hour care 
that her illness demanded. As she 
got to know Helen and her fam- 
ily, she developed the idea for a 
hospice. Its aim would be help 
families to look after children 
with a life-threatening illness at 
home, by offering respite and 
terminal care as it was needed. 

The convent provided the land; 
the £470,000 needed to build the 
hospice was raised by public sub- 
scription, and in November 1982 
the first hospice for children in 
the world opened its doors. 

Unhampered by other blueprints 
(there were none), Mother Franc- 
es applied her own experience as 


Sister Frances Dominica — and friend 


Head nurse Edith Anthem 


a trained paediatric nurse to turn- 
ing her vision for the ideal chil- 
dren’s hospice into a reality. 
Helen House would have six res- 
pite beds and two for terminal 
care for children from birth to 
sixteen, and homely accommo- 
dation for parents and other sib- 
lings who wanted to stay with 
them. 

John Bicknell , the architect, 
worked closely with Mother 
Frances — and all agree that his 
“shot in the dark” is a joy to look 
at, easy to live in and perfect for 
the job down to the last detail. 
Outside, his building seems to 
embrace the garden where there 
is a constant gentle sound of run- 
ning water. Inside, the large win- 
dows are low enough for a small 
child to reach, and designed to 
catch the last rays of the sun. Yet 
overhanging roofs protect them 
from any glare. And everywhere 
there are cheerful primary col- 
ours, beautifully crafted wooden 
furniture, and bright quilted wall 
hangings — besides the latest 
amenities such as a large whirl- 


pool bath and high tech bath- 
rooms. 

Sister Frances (as she now is) 
remains the Founder Director, 
but is constantly in demand for 
speaking engagements. Day to 
day supervision is in the hands of 
Mrs Edith Anthem, her Head 
Nurse . She has been at Helen 
House from the beginning, but 
retires next April after eleven 
years in which she has helped to 
nurse hundreds of children, in- 
cluding the 168 who have died 
whose names are recorded in the 
Book of Remembrance. 

Like all the staff, she doesn’t 
wear a uniform and her duties 
include not only nursing but cook- 
ing and cleaning. “We run Helen 
House like an extended family. 
We all do everything, and as in 
every family you suddenly find 
there are twice as many for lunch 
as you were expecting, and the 
cleaning occasionally doesn ’ t get 
done until midnight.” 

Though she is a committed 
Christian, Edith Anthem feels 
strongly that Helen House is there 


to serve families of all faiths and 
none, though the children, their 
families and the staff are constant- 
ly upheld in prayer by the All 
Saints community, she says. There 
is also the tiny Bethlehem chapel 


nearby, for anyone who wants to 
use it — such as “the family who 
carried their dead baby there and 
just sat holding him for ages 
before they did anything else.” 

Mrs Anthem sat in the chapel 
with them, and it is the willing- 
ness of all who work there to 
offer unconditional friendship 
(“Our limit is their need”) to 
those who care and grieve, which 
makes a visit to Helen House 
such an unforgettable experi- 
ence. You shed tears of course 
— at the Book of Remembrance, 
at the desperately sick children, 
and at the unstinting love of the 
parents and staff. But unaccount- 
ably you leave with a singing 
heart. 

At a recent service in Christ 
Church Cathedral to mark the 
hospice’s first ten years, Sister 
Frances Dominica put it this way: 
“When our weakness and hope- 


lessness and our inadequacy are 
allowed to come out from the 
dark comers in ourselves, where 
we mostly keep them hidden, oth- 
er things spring out and take us by 
surprise. Joy is released, and new- 
found strength and courage. It is 
possible to laugh even as we cry.” 
Christine Zwart 


It costs £2000 a day to run 
Helen House. From the be- 
ginning , there has been a loy- 
al band of supporters both in 
the local and wider commu- 
nities. If you can help by run- 
ning a coffee morning or oth- 
er fund-raising event, or by 
buying Christmas cards, con- 
tact Helen House, 37 Leopold 
Street, Oxford 0X4 1QT. 
Cards start at £1 for ten, and 
an order form is available. 


The garden of Helen House — an integral part of the unique design concept 


Rouse & Sadler 
HEALTHCARE 

58 B High Street 
Aylesbury 

Powerchair Specialist and 
Lightweight wheelchair 
specialist. 

Competitive prices and 
ex-demonstration models. 

Use our experience 
to get the right model 
for your individual 
needs. 

(0296) 415003 


The God of Mercy 

The casual reader of the Old Testament could be forgiven for drawing 
the conclusion that the God of Israel was a god of war, engaged in 
fierce battles against the enemies of his chosen people, visiting then- 
opponents with fire and sword. 

One early Christian leader (Marcion) took the view that the Old 
Testament should be banished from use in the Church. But he was 
declared a heretic, not least because Jesus himself frequently used the 
Old Testament and drew from it quite different conclusions. To Jesus, 
the God of Israel was not a god of wrath, not an implacable judge on 
a distant throne, but a tender-hearted loving father, always willing to 
forgive and, as in one of his most famous parables, ALWAYS 
READY TO WELCOME THE PRODIGAL HOME. 

But this view of God was not unique to Jesus. In the Psalter the word 
‘mercy’ occurs more than 150 times in the course of 150 Psalms. The 
prophet Hosea represents God as a merciful husband constantly 
showing mercy to an erring wife. Jonah, rather unwillingly, accepted 
the same truth as a result of his mission to Nineveh, a byword for 
wickedness in the ancient world: “I know that you are a gracious God 
and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.” 

Marcion (the son of a Bishop) was wrong in his attitude towards the 
Old Testament, but Marcionite attitudes linger on in many a congre- 
gation. The Advent season gives a chance to put the record straight. 
God is indeed our Judge, but always a merciful judge, who in the 
fullness of time out of love for humanity sent his only Son into the 
world that we might believe and be saved. The message of the Old 
Testament and the New Testament alike is that “God is good and His 
mercy endures for ever.” (Ps 100:4). In a dark and darkening world we 
need to hear that message loud and clear. 

StuartBh^n 

Lord Blanch is the former ArchbishvpofYorK arufthe author of many 
books. He lives near Banbury, 
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DIOCESAN NEWS UPDATE 


Tears of sorrow and of joy 


“Those letters!” That seemed to 
be all we could talk about as we 
gathered for General Synod on 
November 10. We had each re- 
ceived almost a hundred letters 
about women priests, some 
warm, some angry, some plead- 
ing, a few a little mad. We all 
bore signs of strain on our faces, 
560 members carrying the ex- 
pectations of the whole Church 
of England with its breadth of 
opinion. 

In an air of unreality we at- 
tempted to turn our minds to 


ing committee to make amend- 
ments to the existing rules. Like 
the Commons, our debating 
chamber does not have enough 
seats for all members. So when 
we debated the Ordination of 
Women to the Priesthood, we 
took up most of the seats in the 
public gallery as well . The cham- 
ber was bright with TV lights, 
and every Press seat was filled. 
More than 200 people had put in 
to speak and three-quarters of 
them were to be disappointed. 
From Oxford, only Hugh Craig 


Hilary Unwin reports from 
the General Synod 


legislation on Care of Cathe- 
drals and Faculty Jurisdiction. 
(Incumbents and Churchward- 
ens take note, the improved ar- 
rangements to the care of church- 
es should reach the statute book 
next year.) 

Two Diocesan Synod motions 
brought Synod alive. “Should 
Churchwardens only be elected 
by those on the electoral roll, 
and not all the residents of the 
parish?” asked Birmingham. We 
voted to leave things alone. The 
Revd Michael Doe, of Port- 
smouth Diocese, proposed that, 
in these days of mobility, non- 
Anglicans should be allowed on 
the electoral roll. This was seen 
by some as damaging to the na- 
ture of the Church of England, 
and by others as a contribution to 
ecumenism. It was pointed out 
that a form of dual membership 
of churches was already permit- 
ted. Synod voted for the stand- 


was called, and he gave a hard- 
hitting speech against the Meas- 
ure. Scrupulous care was taken 
to keep a balance of point of 
view, of clergy and lay, of men 
and women. It was quite impos- 
sible to tell from the mood which 
way the vote would go. People 
were still wavering till the last. 

Finally, after five hours of de- 
bate, we stood in silent prayer 
before dividing through our var- 
ious doors. As everyone will 
know, there was more than the 
required two-thirds majority in 
all three houses. Our private re- 
lief or dismay had to be kept in 
check until we had completed 
four more connected votes. It 
was not so for the ecstatic crowd 
of women and men who greeted 
us as we left the building to cross 
Deans Yard. Taize chants and 
hugs enveloped everyone de- 
scending the steps. 

There were tears of sorrow and 


A message from Bishop Richard 

Dear Friends 

This Diocese is strongly in favour of the Ordination of Women. There 
has, therefore, been much happiness over the Synod Vote. For this 
reason I wish to focus on those who are unhappy about it. I have 
always said that the arguments against the Ordination of Women to 
the Priesthood need to be taken seriously and the convictions of those 
who hold that view respected. I intend to do all I can to ensure that 
there is a continuing place and space within the Church of England for 
those who remain unhappy about the decision. This may mean a 
certain amount of muddle. Some parishes, for example, will opt not 
to have the ministry of a woman priest. The legislation provides for 
this. But far better a compassionate and inclusive untidiness than a 
tyrannous tidiness that presents people with the option of agreeing or 
getting out. 

We must all take care not to react precipitately in response to the 
vote. Proper time is needed for reflection. Along with the other 
members of the House of Bishops, I am using this time to really listen 
to people’s concerns. We will meet again in January to share what we 
have heard, and decide together how best to proceed. So whilst I 
firmly believe that the ministry of women priests will greatly enrich 
our Church, my thoughts and prayers at this time are especially with 
those whose whole view of the Church has been devastated.With 
every good wish and blessing 

+ Richard Oxon 


of joy. Joy for those who had 
longed for this day, but also for 
them, sorrow that the fulfilment 
was coming through the medi- 
um of other people’s pain. We 
knew that which ever way we 
voted we would inflict hurt on 
others: an excruciating choice. 

Some of the emotion of the 
previous day surfaced in the main 
debate of Thursday. Changing 
patterns of clergy training and 
money shortages make it likely 
that some colleges must close 
and some courses merge. A re- 
port ‘Theological Training: A 
Way Ahead’ provided an unhap- 
py mix of vision and practicality 
that was roundly condemned on 


all sides. Fr Edwin Barnes of St 
Stephen ’ s House, and Anna Tho- 
mas Betts and Philip Giddings 
spoke from this Diocese. 

Synod concluded with an Ad- 
dress from the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. He urged us to take 
time to consider the changes that 
the vote on the ordination ow 
women would make, and not to 
rush into action. We were in a 
process of discernment not a con- 
test. We must continue to bear 
one another’s burdens and to be 
reconciled to one another in 
Christ. We should focus on bring- 
ing the message of the Gospel to 
the world. We left quietly to con- 
sider his words. 


Sober decision amidst call for calm 


The Bishop of Oxford and the three Area 
Bishops have been available to see clergy 
experiencing a crisis of conscience since the 
crucial vote on November 11. 

At the time of going to press there were no 
exact figure for how many priests might be 
considering their position in the Church of 
England. However, in the Oxford Diocese 
alone more than 200 priests belong to Cost of 
Conscience which is opposed to the ordina- 
tion of women priests. 

One of the first in the country to announce 
his decision to leave the Church of England 
and join the Roman Catholic Church, once 
the measure becomes law in 18 months' 
time, was the Revd Martin Flatman, Vicar of 


Cowley St John, in Oxford. In a press 
statement on November 12, he said he was 
holding firm to an intention announced in 
his previous church in Newbury in 1978, 
though he said he had no idea whether he 
would find alternative employment. 

One of his main objections was that the 
decision had been taken independently of 
the Roman Catholic and Orthodox Church- 
es. “For me, reunion between Rome and 
Canterbury is not just a nice idea, but some- 
thing that bums in my heart at a very deep 
level.” 

He did not want to be part of a Church 
which had got itself into an “unholy mess”. 
Some who disagreed with the measure would 


struggle on in the ordaining women bit of the 
church. Others would probably try to be part 
of the non ordaining bit. “But a great many of 
those I most identify with will, like me, seek 
communion with the Church of Rome hop- 
ing that there we can find a spiritual home 
where we can serve God faithfully and preach 
the Gospel in hope and joy.” 

In a personal message to his congregation 
after the service on November 15, Father 
Martin said that for the moment it was busi- 
ness as usual and there was much to be done 
in the parish during the Decade of Evange- 
lism. He urged those who held similar views 
to his own not to act too hastily, but to think 
and pray about what they should do. 



The Archbishop of Canterbury announces the result 



White flower buttonholes were signs of support for the motion 



Clergy, including Bishop Richard, applaud a speaker 



Jean Mayland comforts Fr Phillip Ursle of 
Pusey House, Oxford, after the vote 
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Pay: How much is enough? 


Mike Thomas {November DOOR) feels that the 
current level of Stipendiary pay is inadequate. As 
a stay-at-home curate’s wife with three children to 
support, I have found that my husband’s stipend 
and the conditions of his job are quite sufficient. 

Perhaps it’s my Lancashire thrift, but a house 
which is mortgage and maintenance-free, help 
with the phone bill, car running expenses and free 
car loan, not to mention the services of St Luke’s if 
needed, and even our council tax paid as of next 
year seems quite a good package. I realise that 
some parishes are better able than others to provide 
generous expenses payments, but certainly com- 
pared with the many who are facing unemploy- 
ment, redundancy and the repossession of their 
homes we feel adequately provided for. We recent- 
ly heard that two thirds of those receiving benefits 
have to go without meals sometimes, with no long- 
term prospects of re-employment. I feel that there 
are many worse off than the stipendiary clergy. 

Mrs Carolyn Walmsley 
Bletchley 

Out of touch 

After reading Mike Thomas’s letter, it shows how 
out of touch some members of the church are with 
the real world. In his letter he asks: “How many 
parishioners could survive on £239 per week, even 
allowing for a free house?” What planet does he 
live on? Or does everyone in Windsor earn over 
that amount? I come from Sunderland where most 


parishioners survive on half that amount. 

I know that the Church is predominantly middle 
class, but to ask such a question shows that Mr 
Thomas has no idea of the kind of wages millions 
of working people have to live on. Not to mention 
the unemployed, OAPs and working class stu- 
dents. 

The question should be, who could not live com- 
fortably on £239 plus a free house? 

Keith A Maddison 
Ruskin College , Oxford 

Down to good 
housekeeping 

Mike Thomas’s letter asked ‘How many parishion- 
ers could survive on £239 per week’ housing costs 
excluded. 

We live comfortably on less. That’s how we can 
afford to pay our share of the parish share (£20 per 
week). 

Good housekeeping, developed when I had to 
survive as a single person on £15 per week (in 
today’s value), means we can also covenant to yet 
worthier causes. 

Mrs Jennifer Brooker 
Oxford 

• The DOOR has received numerous letters on 
this subject. Ed. 


Wrong Priorities 

The November number of The DOOR devotes 17 
columns to the subject of the Ordination of Women 
and one column to the threat to employment in 
Britain’s coal industry from the possible closure of 
31 pits. If this represents the views of The DOOR 
and of the Anglican Church on the relative impor- 
tance of these two topics then I suggest that they 
have got their priorities wrong. 

William Orchard 

, Milton Keynes 

Bucks 

New approach 

I agree with the Revd Simon Baynes (Letters, 
October DOOR) that the Diocese needs to adopt 
a more radical approach to its financial affairs, in 
order to prevent parish shares continuing to rise at 
well above the rate of inflation. I also agree with 
him that the solution does not lie in cutting the 
numbers of parochial clergy. However, I do not 
share his view that the only alternative is to reduce 
stipends. 

I suggest some alternative solutions. 

a) There needs to be a better understanding in the 
Diocese of the reality of the financial situation in 
the parishes. The Diocese and, indeed, the Church 
Commissioners both issued leaflets earlier this 
year explaining that the main reason for the large 
increases in parish share is the economic recession. 
Neither leaflet makes any acknowledgement that 
this same recession is also hitting the parishes. 

b) The group with executive responsibility for 


Diocesan finances needs to be smaller, say no 
more than ten, mainly comprised of people with 
relevant financial experience. 

c) A more rigorous approach needs to be adopted 
to all expenditure, apart from the direct costs of 
parochial clergy. Diocesan Synod has recently 
debated whether the increase in parish share for 
1993 should be 14.4 per cent or 1 1 .6 per cent and 
voted strongly in favour of the higher percentage. 
In my view both are too high — and appear to be out 
of touch with the real world, which has to live 
within its means. 

Chris Burley 
Beaconsfield, Bucks 

A Record? 

I have read the article ‘People and Places’ in the 
November edition of The DOOR with interest. 
You may be interested to know that we had a 
chorister who faithfully served on our choir of St 
Barnabas’ Church, Linslade, for 80 years. 

Alfred Howe joined our choir in 1906 at the age 
of eight, and served in our choir until 1986, after 
which he continued to be faithful and regular in 
attendance until he died last December, at the age 
of 93 years. 

J . Vickers , Choir Secretary 
Leighton Buzzard, Beds 


The closing date for February 
letters is January 14, 1993 


S.R. 
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Canons to 
the right, 
canons to 
the left 

Christ Church Cathedral has five 
new Honorary Canons. They 
were collated by the Bishop of 
Oxford and installed by the Dean, 
at Evensong on October 24. 
Pictured with the Bishop are left 
to right: Canon Christopher 
Hewetson (Headington Quarry, 
Oxford); Canon Peter Bugg (Brill 
and Diocesan Agricultural and 
Rural Chaplain); Canon Roland 
Meredith (Witney); Canon Judith 
Mount (Charlton on Otmoor and 
Associate Director of Ordinands) 
and Canon Richard Kingsbury 
(Caversham, Reading). 
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ospel of modem times 


delating the Gospel to secular 
life in modem Britain is the 
jeat challenge of the Decade of 
Evangelism. It is also one of the 
questions considered in Good 
Sews in Our Times , a new report 
■from the Board of Mission of 
■General Synod which has been 
Icommended to dioceses for 
| study. 

The Revd David Winter, the 
[Diocesan Officer for Evange- 
lism, commended it to parishes 
at the Oxford Diocesan Synod 
on November 21. 

I He suggested the report might 
make an excellent theme for a 


Synod also approved Canon 
Christopher Hall’s passionate 
endorsement of General Synod’s 
1992 motion calling on Nestle to 
stop promoting breast milk sub- 
stitutes, and in support of this 
demand asking Church mem- 
bers to stop using Nescafe. 

He had introduced the motion 
because many people seemed to 
think that General Synod had 
erred by passing the motion. Yet 
UNICEF said that one million 


babies a year would survive if 
they were not bottle fed. 

God mysteriously appeared to 
intervene when the Revd Rich- 
ard Thomas (Abingdon) pro- 
posed a large increase in wed- 
ding and funeral fees which he 
said were quite unrealistic. 

The fire bells rang out and 
there was a minor fire though 
not thank God on a Windsor 
scale. Members continued the 
discussion afterwards and 


agreed that the Church Commis- 
sioners should be encouraged to 
reconsider the scale of fees. 

So back to David Winter, who 
brought the day to an end on a 
marvellous high note of hope 
when he concluded: “We have 
got nothing to be ashamed of. 
Christian worship at its best is a 
foretaste of heaven.” A good 
thought for a wet November af- 
ternoon. 
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parish study day. His presenta- 
tion seemed to give a new sense 
of purpose to a rather sombre 
Synod, still reeling from the vote 
for the ordination of women. 

In his sermon at a Synod Eucha- 
rist earlier in the day, the Bishop 
of Oxford returned to those who 
had been devastated by the Gen- 
eral Synod vote. “What I want to 
say to such people is, quite sim- 
ply, please stay with us. We 
want you and need you.” For the 
first time, perhaps, in the history 
of religious controversy, a real 
attempt had been made to in- 
clude rafher than to exclude. 

Chastened perhaps by the Bish- 
op ’s words Synod approved the 
Diocesan budget for 1993, which 
allows for a 12.5 per cent rise in 
the Parish Share (up from £1.83 
to £2.06 per Church member). . 
John Prodger, Chairman of the 
Board of Synod, received a sym- 
pathetic hearing as he assured 
Synod that no new projects were 
in the pipeline, and that most of 
the increase was due to the cut in 
the contribution from the Church 
Commissioners. The good news 
was that the Diocese was mov- 
ing towards self sufficiency. 


The new Archdeacon of Berkshire, the Venerable 
Michael Hill is clearly a man of stamina. His new 
responsibilities include the care of churches in more 
than 200 parishes and when he does get home to 
Newbury at the end of the day, waiting for him will be 
his five children aged six to 16. 

It was also a family affair at Christ Church on 
November 7 when the new Archdeacon was collated 
by the Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd Richard Harries, 
and installed in his Cathedral seat by the Dean, the 
Very Revd John Drury. Clergy from Anglican churches 
all over Berkshire were in the Cathedral fully robed to 
greet their new Archdeacon. In his sermon the Bishop 
of Reading, the Right Revd John Bone reinterpreted 
the story of the dishonest steward (Luke 16. 1-8). Its 
point was the need to be resourceful at a time of crisis 
and in considering our response to the Decade of 
Evangelism and the present economic and moral 
cnsis it provided an important example for us. “What 
represents this more potently than the office of the 


Archdeacon,” he said. Michael Hill’ s ministry in 
Berkshire is likely to be a resourceful one. He has 
a special interest in evangelism, and has travelled 
around growing churches in the USA and spent 
three months ministering in an Australian subur- 
ban church. He has also spoken in Switzerland 
and Poland and on the BBC World Service. 
After the service he said: “The work of an arch- 
deacon is to do with care — sharing with the 
Bishop in the pastoral care of priests and their 
families and a special responsibility for the care 
of buildings . But for me the particular challenge 
is how we make our own passionately held 
beliefs available to those who might never dark- 
en the door of a church.” 

# Pictured by Frank Blackwell , taking a closer 
look at their father’s new seat in Christ Church 
are (left to right) Charis (13), Nicholas (12), 
Eleanor (6), Alexa (9) and Naomi (16). With 
them are Michael Hill and his wife Anthea. 
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T he Maastricht debate was in full swing in the Commons on November 4, 
and in the Moses Room of the House of Lords there was another important 
gathering when 60 people from the Diocese of Oxford, including political 
party agents, local politicians, clergy and members of pressure groups, met 
under the chairmanship of Lord Judd of Portsea, Chairman of the Diocesan 
Board of Social Responsibility, to discuss how they could influence the 
political agenda at both constituency and national level. They concluded that 
the Church should give more support to members willing to become 
involved in local politics, and agreed that steps should be taken towards 
setting up local ecumenical forums where churches could talk with members 
of all parties. 


An Oxford theological student, Peter Blee, has received a Royal Humane 
Society award after he helped to rescue a drowning man. In July Peter, a 
married student at St Stephen’s House, leaped into the River Severn in 
Worcester to rescue a man who jumped off the bridge. 

December 4 is National Sleep-Out day and thousands of people will spend 
the night in the open to increase their awareness of the plight of the homeless 
and to raise money. Posters, handbills and sponsorship forms are available 
from National Trust for the Homeless in Birmingham: 021 454 6950. 


A popular Abingdon Vicar, the Revd David Manship, is retiring at the end 
of December after 13 years at St Helen’ s Church. Among the highlights of 
his ministry were his inspiration for the setting up of the Abingdon team 
ministry, his support for the formation of the ecumenical ‘ Church in 
Abingdon’ and his leadership during a major restoration appeal. “David was 
a tower of strength. We will miss his smiling face and ever open ear to our 
problems,” said churchwarden Malcolm Harvey, 


Growing with the Vision is the title of the Diocese’ s 1993 Lent course. It 
has been produced by the Parish Resources Department and will focus on the 
personal faith journey including spirituality, faith at work, sharing our faith 
and Christian giving. Copies are available for £2.50 (postage included) from 
the Parish Resources Department, Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford 
OX3 2RR. We hope to include the daily readings in the February DOOR. 


Sixty clergy and funeral directors gathered to discuss how best to care for 
the bereaved. Sponsored by the Diocesan Institute and led by the Revd Stuart 
Currie of the Banbury Team and Mr Maurice Humphris, a Banbury funeral 
director, the subjects covered ranged from the role of the funeral director to 
‘What happens when the organist or vicar doesn’t turn up?’ 


P artnership in mission was the theme of two gatherings arranged by the 
local secretaries of the missionary societies. At St Mary’s, Amersham, the 
Revd Jay Kothare, a Team Vicar in Thamesmead, gave an account of 
Christianity as seen through his native Brahmin Hindu spectacles, and urged 
his listeners to recognise how deeply their faith is tinted by their European 
lenses. On the other side of the Diocese the Gnanavaram family from the 
Church in South India led the worship at St Andrew’s, North Oxford and the 
Revd Dr Cyril Okorocha, Associate Secretary for Mission and Evangelism 
for the Anglican Communion, told his audience about the Anglican Church 
in Nigeria — where the Archbishop of Lagos turned up for an episcopal visit 
to a congregation to find a 20-kilometre guard of honour. 


Hearing God Speak Today was the theme of a teaching day offered by the 
parishes of St Agnes with St Paul, Reading and St John and St Stephen. It 
was led by David Parker from the Vineyard Ministries in the USA, who 
spoke about learning to listen to God through Scriptures, the Living Word 
and and through personal encounter. Teaching events in 1993 include a day 
for ‘Saints Alive’ leaders, and a weekend on deliverance and healing led by 
Peter Horrobin.Details from Fred Attwood on 0734 876177. 

Xhe Requiem for Frank James, the fomer chaplain at Grendon Prison, will 
be at noon on December 11 at Hertford College, Oxford 
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AS Westl8ftd$ Drive, Northway Estate, Headington (Free Parimg Outside) €p«iTU£$-FPf 16an>tfrn.SftT tW 5 pm.pos^llOr«)AYS 4 SUNO«S| 


HARD WATER 
PROBLEMS...? 



m d toe* mi cnowif nMOi 

K Furred up Kettles 
* Reduced Water Flow 
M Scale Stained Beth * Loo 


Scdltwatchef 

ELECTRONIC SCALE ELIMINATION 

The simple solution 

✓Guaranteed Effective 
✓No Plumbing 
✓No Chemicals 





Details from your Local Agent 
Sutherland Partners 0635 200249 


Fast Systems Ltd. 

M Friday 91. Hanlay-orvT^am#*, 0*on RGi 1 AH. 


NEW DAY 


INTRODUCTIONS 

We exist to introduce you to that someone 
special, whether you are single, widowed, 
or divorced. 

We are offering you a Professional 
Introduction Service run by caring 
Christians, exclusively for Christians. 
WRITE FOR DETAILS ( ENCLOSING A 
LARGE S.A.E.) TO: 

NEW DA Y INTRODUCTIONS (Dept TD) 
5. Vale Terrace. Waterfoot. Rossendalc , 
Lancashire. BB4 9JQ 
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THE 


NORTH OXFORD WINDOW 


CO. 




PILKINGTON 1C GLASS comes as standard on all top of the 
range MONARCH Aluminium Windows and Doors 



NOW 1 WON'T KEEP YOU MUCH LONGER,... 


JUST SIGN!!! 


WHY HAVE PRESSURE SALESMEN WHEN YOU CAN COME 
TO US WITH EXACTLY WHAT YOU WANT??? 


Bring your window design and 
sizes to our showroom for a 
written, no obligation, quote. 
Visit our showrooms at 

5 Courtland Road, 
Rosehill, Oxford, 0X4 4HZ 

Tel: (0865) 770127 

*Ask for written details 


T 


1200 


i 


1800 



OPENING HOURS 

Monday-Friday 9.30am-5.00pm 
Saturday 9.00am-5.00pm 

10 year guarantee on all products 
Finance arranged* 


PROBABLY THE LARGEST RANGE 
AND CHOICE OF WINDOWS, DOORS 
AND CONSERVATORIES 
IN OXFORDSHIRE 


WHAT’S ON 




TOOLS WITH 
A MISSION 


Administrator: Dr. W.G. Peterson 
124 Darnley Road, Gravesend, 
Kent DA110SN 
Telephone: (0474) 533686 



IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES CRAFTSMEN 
STARVE FOR WANT OF GOOD 
HAND TOOLS 

Let us have your hand tools to refurbish and 
send to those who have been trained but cannot 
afford their own tools and equipment. 

YOUR MONEY WILL SEND & BUY SCARCE TOOLS 

ReqisteU Charity 248394 





If you want to help 
this Christmas... 


If you want to help in 
Milton Keynes 

Bamhouse: 402 North Row, Central Milton Keynes. Contact 
Michael Sorenesen on 0908 605084. An emergency night 
shelter for young people aged 16-25, run in association with 
the YMCA.They are hoping to open over the whole of the 
Christmas period, if funds permit them to do so.The centre is 
open from 10pm-9am with a maximum stay of three nights. 
Donations, in particular non-perishable food and clothes suit- 
able for the age group, are always welcome. 

Cornerstone Accommodation: 22/23 Blackheath Crescent, 
Bradwell Common. Contact Peter Bramshaw on 0908 690096. 
Self-catering, single rooms for six 18:23 year olds. Emphasis 
on making Christmas a real occasion so anyone interested in 
contributing time, presents or donations should contact Peter 
Bramshaw. 

The Ark: The Ark, a centre for 16-18 year olds, is planning to 
hold fund raising events in their local area with the help of The 
Rotary Club and Father Christmas! The proceeds from this will 
be dispersed amongst local charities.This expanding organa- 
sation welcomes donations of any kind. Gifts which they 
cannot use themselves will be given to other organisations who 
can. If you can help them contact Mr Faulkner on 0908 315955. 

If you want to help in 
Oxford......... 

The Bridge: offers emergency overnight accommodation for 
homeless 16-25 year- olds. Needs all kinds of domestic equip- 
ment to help youngsters set up in bed-sits on their own. Plus 
Christmas goodies like chocolates, nuts and puds that they 
simply can’t afford. Tel Mark Dewhurst 0865 794410, 8am- 
12noon. 

The Gatehouse: An ecumenical project in central Oxford for 
people with nowhere to go, run by the Oxford Churches. Open 
every day 5-7pm (excluding Christmas Day). Volunteers and 
contributions, particularly gloves and socks, are greatly appre- 
ciated. Tel 0865 792999 (do leave a message if there’s no-one 
there). 

Day and Night Shelter: Luther Street, Oxford. Contact the 
Shelter on 0865 250153. A joint Cyrenian/Probation Service 
project runs the day shelter from November to March covering 
the Christmas period. The 
night shelter, an independent 
charity, opens from 7pm-8am 
all year round. Both provide 
food and shelter for the home- 
lesss. Volunteers are not need- 
ed, but towels, blankets, toil- 
eteries, donations and Christ- 
mas treats such as cakes and 
biscuits, are. 

The Porch: All Saints Con- 
vent, Oxford. Small ‘ free caff’ 
offering tea and sandwiches 
run in the morning from 10.15- 
11.30am and in the evening 
from 6-8pm (5-8pm on' Sun- 
days and Mondays). Closed 
Wednesdays, but open on 
Bank Holidays and through- 
out the Christmas period. Vol- 
unteers always needed .Do- 
nations of food ,particulary 
Cuppa soups and Oxo- cubes, 
are greatly appreciated. Con- 
tact Sister Jenny on 0865 
249127 or leave a message on 
0865 728545. Alternatively 
ring Jeanne Lindley on 0865 
248876. 

Micklewood House and 
SPhere in East Oxford are 
centres for single parents liv- 
ing in temporary or inadequate accommodation. Micklewood 
House offers a home to single women with one child and 
pregnant women .SPhere is a day centre for single parents and 
their children. The day centre is always in need of toys, and 
Micklewood House would welcome new baby and toddler 
toys and clothes suitable for children under 3. Currently they 
are planning to hold a Christmas party .If you could help by 
donating anything please phone Karen Kuehne, 0865 794913. 

If you want to help in 
Reading............ 

The Christian Lank Coffee Shop: Christmas cards will be for 
sale above the coffee shop from November 2. People are 
needed to sell and donate cards .For more information please 
call Mary on 0734 412152. 

CRIRDIC : The clients of this drop-in centre have recently 
completed their own extensions.They now offer even better 
services of meals and clothing to those in need over the 
Christmas period.This flourishing centre, open 10am -6pm, 
needs friendly volunteers. Also gifts of food welcome. 

If you want to help in 
Slough......... 

Crisis at Christmas Shelter This 24-hour drop- in centre 
offers meals and accommodation for homeless people be- 
tween December 24 and January 2. For details and offers of 
food, bedding, toileteries etc contact the Revd Derek West on 
0753 526369, 

The Slough Soup Kitchen: St Mary li 
Street, S 



Sundays 2.30-4pm and Wednesday 5.30-7pm offering food, a 
hot drink, second hand clothing, bedding and toiletries. Chris- 
tmas lunch on December 20 at 2.30pm. Offers of any of these 
will be most welcome. Volunteers also needed from time to 
time.Contact Revd Derek West 0753 526369. 


If you want to help by 
carol singing........ 

Christian Aid: 55 Rectory Road, Oxford OX4 1BW. Contact 
0865 251222. Sing for Christian Aid using their Popular Carol 
Book which can be ordered from the above address. Free carol 
sheets also available. 

Age Concern: Town Hall, St. Aldates, Oxford. Contact 0865 
246580. 

Collection tins and stickers are available for carol-singers 
wanting to raise funds for this organisation who represent the 
concerns of the elderly. Winter is a particularly dangerous time 
for the elderly, therefore extra help is needed in running their 
shelters throughout this period. 

Crisis at Christmas: 7, Whitechapel Road, London El 
IDU.Well known for its huge drop-in centre at Christmas, 
which runs from December 23-30 .Currently they are fundrais- 
ing to help homeless projects nationwide throughout the year. 
Can you help their £3 million campaign? If so,contact 071-377- 
0489. 

If you want to help in a 
different way.......... 

Oxfam Winter Appeal: Oxfam is launching a new winter 
appeal for former Yugoslavia, Albania, Northern Iraq, and 
Afghanistan. The charity will be asking for warm winter cloth- 
ing for eastern Europe, and cash or donations for Northern Iraq 
and Afghanistan. 

Feed the Children, based in Caversham, Reading, needs help 
with its pioneer work in Yugoslavia and Albania.They have had 
a brilliant response to their appeal for food packages with 
50,000 already received and another 50,000 in the post! to 
make even better use of your donations they need to generate 
funds to transport the goods along the hazardous route to the 
war-tom areas. Funds can be raised in which ever way you find 
easiest. Ideas from the most bizarre 
to the most tranquil will be spon- 
sored by Feed the Children. Vol- 
unteers are needed to sort, pack, 
label food, clothing, shoes etc. at 
the warehouse in Reading. For more 
information contact Feed the Chil- 
dren, 1 Priory Avenue Caversham, 
Reading, Berks RG4 8JB, 0734 
461611. 

The Salvation Army needs tinned 
foods, both basic and special to 
make up the parcels they deliver to 
those in need at Christmas.They 
would also like safe and 'as new’ 
toys for the children (please don’t 
send very old or broken toys). Do- 
nations of food and cash are also 
welcome for the Christmas dinner 
and tea for the lonely on Christmas 
Day. Please take goods to the Sal- 
vation Army Shop adjoining the 
Citadel (address below) between 
10am-2.30pm Tuesday to Friday. 
Donations (cheques payable to 
'Salvation Army’ should be sent to 
The Salvation Army Citadel, Albi- 
on Place, Oxford. 

Fox FM’s Fox Box Appeal. Fox 
FM will be collecting non-perisha- 
ble groceries for elderly people in 
need. Proceeds will be distributed 
to the elderly through the Social Services There will be many 
collection points including all Co-operative Stores and Mor- 
rell’s Pubs. Phone 0865 748787 for the full list. 

Berkshire and Oxfordshire Social Services Departments. 
Gifts welcome, suitable for the people they work with, who 
often have few relatives and receive few Christmas presents. 
Gifts should be new or unused only, please. Telephone for 
Berkshire 0734 234852, for Oxon 0865 815005, to be put in 
touch with a local contact. 

Christmas CRACKER 

Can you ‘pour for the poor’ this Christmas?If so, you can join 
thousands of young people running Crackerterias selling 
tea, coffee and cakes to raise funds for the third world. Over the 
last three years ‘The Christmas Cracker’ campaign has raised 
over one £1 500 OOO.To be part of this project contact 021 633 
0873 

Radio Cracker in Amersham, Chesham and Tilehurst. 

A charity radio station is asking people to ‘Tune in. Pay out’, 
this Christmas. People are needed in all aspects of running the 
station. If you are are a budding DJ in the Amersham area then 
contact James Hawes 0734 4 16294. Or a pop -picker in the 
Tilehurst area, then contact Eric Curling on 0734 422176.Lim- 
ited fundraising projects aalso welcome. See also Local Radio 
on page 15. 


Help Make it Christ- 
mas in Nagyatad... 

Frank Sarvari is taking a truck full of much needed ai d tfl 
Yugoslavian and Hungarian refugees.Frai 
refugee,needs yourhelr 











